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Abstract: The “star effect” of flagship species has a good role in promoting biodiversity conservation and
national park construction. China attaches great importance to marine conservation, and selecting ideal species
as flagship species plays an important role in promoting marine conservation. Sea turtles are marine living
fossil species and are listed under level-I protection on the “List of Wildlife under Special State Protection”.
They play an important role in the balance and stability of marine biodiversity and ecosystem. The unique
appearance features of sea turtles make them highly recognizable, and their lovely image and specia life
history make them full of charm. The history of seaturtles being used in Chinais quite long and has very high
cultural values. Seaturtles are highly encountered and accessible in coastal areas and have good relationships
with local communities. In conclusion, we believe that sea turtles are ideal flagship species for marine
conservation.
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Fig. S1 Five species of seaturtlesdistributed in China

a ZifEfa (EEFHD; b M CPERTRASIEEIS 20D, o Ml (BFERIRMED; d 4 (HERE; e KT

Mt (HEERED.
a Chelonia mydas (Photo by WANG Si-Yu); b. Eretmochelys imbricata (Provided by Marine Film and Television Branch of China Pacific

Society); c. Dermochelys coriacea (Provided by WILDAID); d. Caretta caretta (Phodo by XIAO Fan-Rong); e. Lepidochelys olivacea (Phodo by
XIAO Fan-Rong).



