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The Preliminary Study on Breeding Habit of Leiothrix lutea at
Xingshan County Hubei

MA Qiang XIAO Wen-¥a SU Hua-long

(Research Institute of Forest Ecology Environment and Protection Chinese Academy of Forestry Beijing 100091 China)

Abstract: Breeding habit of Red-billed Leiothrix ( Leiothrix lutea) was preliminarily studied at Longmenhe
Village of Xingshan County Hubei from April 2005 to August 2007. L. lutea reproduce during the middle ten
days of April to the last ten days of July in Longmenhe area. The birds built their nests on the Dwarf Bamboo
(Indocalamus wilsoni) or short shrub shaded by arbor or shrubbery on slope or near the farmland and footpath.
The building materials include withe slender root bine dwarf bamboo leaves grass leaves and stems and lichen
and so on. The process of building nest last 5 to 7 days and both male and female were involved in. Female lay
an egg in early morning everyday. The mean clutch size is 3.41 £0.80(n = 61). The altricial nestlings
hatched after 11 —13 d (n =6) incubation. The parent fed their offspring for 9 or 10 days before they left nests
when they have not full-developed yet. The breeding successful rate is about 22.95% (n = 61) in the study
area.
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Fig.1 Nest(left) and eggs(right) of Leiothrix lutea
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Fig.2 The body development
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Fig.3 The body temperature of nestlings
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Table 1 The development of the nestlings
() (mm) (mm) (mm) (mm) (mm)
Weight Body length Bill length Wing length Tarsus length Tail length
Adult * 23 141.5 13.5 69.5 26. 25 60. 5
Nestling 17.27 87. 14 9.24 38. 44 26.24 9.05
! 75.09 60. 58 68. 44 55.31 99. 96 14.96

Nestling/Adult (%)
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1973 179 - 180.

1986 314 -316.

1990 368 -369.

2004 443 —446.
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