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Abstract: Seasonal reproduction is a common life history strategy evolved by mammals inhabiting in
temperate and arctic zones. This physiological process is controlled by hypothalamic-pituitary-gonadal axis
(HPGA). As a circadian pacemaker, the suprachiasmatic nucleus (SCN) could oscillate spontaneously and
respond light entrainment, then trigger rhythmic changes of melatonin, hypothalamic thyroid hormone,
Kisspeptin as well as RFamide-related peptide (RFRP) to regulate the annual cycle from anestrus to
reproduction. This review summarized the current understanding on annual clock and photosensitive neuronal
circuits for regulating seasonal reproduction, and emphasized the significance of circadian clock, thyroid

hormone, Kisspeptin, and RFRP.
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HUBR ) B A AR BRI Bk, TREE
DA S ] B AR AR AL, B AR R .
NIE LT IR (R AN, AR TE AR IR T R FE AT 1)
IR L B P AE A kAL S A AR T I il —
540 F A R R B N VR AR, RERE T
HUEZS AN R & e s p e L) A S e EE = &L B
IR —BoRYE, IR
AINBU FLAN Y, B an YD B ( Meriones
unguiculatus ). /N E /2 i (Phodopus roborovskii)
SRR FHKBZHARKE ZECR, KEAE
WEREARIE (F P 1982, XIffi%E 2013,
Zhang et al. 2015); #E4R B 1KY L3047
Bl an4s = (Ovis aries) WIETERKAKZE H K IZ
R R, BERE. LeRHERESREK
KK, SH PRI & B BT AT
DA fR S 1) R Dy A S AR AR

Wit AL Bh A () B TE ) fe S B2 B R B G - 2
A1 B % (hypothalamic-pituitary-gonadal axis,
HPGA) Mif# . DLAEXT T-i FLah =i &
B N AE ML FRBIF e 3 A v A ' Sl S0 1 1 i
b, RRERARD G R S AR R R BT A
T e IR BRI TR R M R R BRI
# (gonadotropin releasing hormone, GnRH)
FETUARL, XL Kisspeptin 552 5H
FHICAP I8 R4k BTt 7 URIESE, T3,
BN ) 2571 M B A 52 B PR A AR ) B 1 A
155, RS2 S BT AH O I DR IR AR 5 A A 1)
5. Hdr, #32 X A% (suprachiasmatic nucleus,
SCND TENMHALSNMI IR, £ 3 KRG
FEEAE EEES AN BPDCAE S, i RE R
I RIIEAR T RN T o SEHE AR OC#h 22366 53 4]
FURBREER . RF WEAHOCK (RF amide-related
peptide, RFRP). Kisspeptin & [t ¥ i ik 48
1k, T HPGA HIThREE . A SO HAR A= P
TSI RIER, AR ANED GRS
SR BHR R A R I B0 BTl
P (R BT Tt e AT 450, DA B8 4 b fif R

FE SR GE I A SNEN LB R PR
1 BT T ) IR o

FEAAE S BT B E AT, WALshiE
P AEFRAAT AR N AR . B THE e
PE AR T, A& (Cricetus cricetus)
PR A B RHASR t H =5 P 1 A2 40 (de Miera et
al. 2014); f£5 (Tamias sibiricus) 7Ei%E4E 13
SERTER . TE SR I R ol R B AR AN b
JAH (Kondo et al. 2006); SZ46 = KRR
B AR IH B B R A B (R AT A SR
AR AHRFIEHE S A A — 2, AL
AR ETA WA BN IR s, RIZEAR A
W MHEE ST, itk S
I AR A . XA T SRR
ZAR A, N EF A 3R 1) R A R R 77 T
8 8 PR 58 o F PR IR AR Ok R 2 K E g
(Masson-Pévet et al. 1994), 7t HJE K ]2 [H
RETAAH CEE R AT RIS . X R B
BRAs SRR FRAE TR E A, uEsl 1 HE
PRLZEH5 3 (pars tuberalis, PT) 5 %5 ¢ (I
BRI & B (the P
thyroid-stimulating hormone, TSHB) #1 RFRP
JE R J& W1 23k (de Miera et al. 2014) . fEK
SR A R, U L Bh A BT A O BE R ) A
PRI S 5 H B AR B AR S AT AR AL,
TEN FLBN P ZE 1T PEIE A 5 4 2 S .

LIHEEDR RIS Z 3 T [k SCN
T, RS AR
SCN Z 5 SHE 1 45 75 K 2 B0 P 15 BUIE
. WEFREEW, 105 SCN Zi## SCN i
Ak R AT R A2 AT DL OR B Ratttus
norvegicus) H{RZEfZE (luteinizing hormone,
LH) EigfH L (Brown-Grant et al. 1977,
Wiegand et al. 1982). SCN Wi IhREHI K%
WA T IIE S FP . 7 SCN HFTE 2 i %
MNEEEGAN, EZ Ak S(neuromedin S)

subunit of
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KR RIRGES 5 T N R AR (Lee et
al. 2015). fE43 /K bialid — R4 IE fUR 5t
VTR, AR . Ho Clock 2RI
Bmall & H 4l Rk, A A Sk )
W Per ZEAIFN Cry R FIRIE, M/EHE K
B Rt ke Clock-Bmall 363k, itk
YT A2 TT IR 73 WA B o
W, MR A R A il & /N o)
TR AR AR 5 0E T 2 Fhagmm i gk A
HI/N> P (Wallach et al. 2015), A % iE—
A AT TR R B T LR . S AR A% ]
—FE, SCN [ H FEHZ 0501 100 ZFhph 2258
|G 22N N S IR VNN o S TS I
(Abrahamson et al. 2001, Lee etal. 2010). A
() 441 22 70 22 (B3 3 (1) 5] 25 UM T 1 Al g £ 35
J o 9 - it -2 3 T R (gamma-aminobutyric
acid, GABA) [FHWTIET SCN [ 544 Kk A= AR
b (Liu et al. 2000); FEZEL ML (arginine
vasopressin, AVP) £ sk s M rl R 11/ B
(Mus musculus), FZ 540 g1 & 1 3 A
(AVP, Prokineticin 2, Rgsl6) ik Fp&E, JIf
H SCN E#E k5 (Mieda et al. 2015). Hi
Ik B GABA Fll AVP 2 5117 SCN & 3%
(RS
B 746, SCN # 4 2 (RS AFTE
KERIERED: (Rash etal. 2007), #2751 #f
SN IIEIENE, M EARE 7 (e 3 4 S 2
IRI A o X kg R [R) 25 14 A5 5 ] LABE )
W BRI . W 7E 2R H SCN #Z JCRENS A] N I
¥ 25 5 K% BT IS Canteroventral periventricular
nucleus, AVPV) [f] Kiss-1 #1122 50 % Hi AVP #
S} (Vida et al. 2010). X FR IS Kiss-1 4
2GS, MEME /N Kiss-1 #1122 JC 1 Per &
HEAT MR IA FE S SCN R Per 5 H IR IE
TEE—E MBS [ ZEIR, (HHE N AVPV [X 5 HE 5
7, VIl T Kiss-1 #4705 SCN Z Al R,
X () REIR e A=Ak, idE— IR Kiss-1 #f
220G F] SCN EH3 1T (Chassard et
al. 2015). & 1 Kiss-1 #4270, RFRP £ I0H]

A2 E] SCN E AU 1T . Gibson %%
(2008) 7E4thrhG: i (Mesocricetus auratus)
HHR AT IE BRH AR K I SCN 1] R Fefidi 1 A
4% (dorsomedial hypothalamic nucleus, DMH)
R KBRS FFEMRIX 5 RFRP #1480 'R %
Ao BOHWEFAESE SCN i ifn 25 3% 1 iz ik
(vasoactive intestinal peptide, VIP) 1] RFRP
2 ITEHTES) (Beymer etal. 2016). M2, K
H SCN MFE A S —JrmmiEid AVP &
Kiss-1 & ui53), 5 —J7 %l VIP i)
RFRP #1125 JT I 8l LA R 32 BT G 77 1648
g (D,

2 WFBIMETIEERE KB IER

Br 7T HFREH, SCN &M M AN
FMfES. &\ EEobmaah
Cintrinsically photosensitive retinal ganglion
cells, ipRGCs) JB&JH1, it 2 Rkt 2
FASRAR, BIRKARB R UGN AR . HREER
S IEAMCR E  EE, 2 5 0 HEREAR- 5 B
JAM. FEMAKE . TGRS 2 A
BT, H2EERAE PT X722 010
(Jockers et al. 2008), Kt PT X &4k E &K
P ETEI EEAEH A AR R R UK C3H
N TR TSHP &tk SE RAETE(R PT XAE
FH = E 5 kR (Unfried et al. 2009). Pt HDE
JA 5K HR R 2R S 5 R 2 57T T ik Y
R thak, SRR B R
TSHP [ SCI8 688 5 S 5E 1 42 8 i vh
Kisspeptin 1 RFRP {23 (Simonneaux et al.
2009, Klosen et al. 2013). &, TSHP #
Kisspeptin ULz RFRP #RZ: H ik 22 20 37 o JE
AR U T A ) 2= A8 (B D).
21 FEBR-T EWFREREER-GnRH

Br 7GR RIFHSSR EAK
MKE, HURBEEREmR DG RS S
IR TR . 6 MR AR R R
AR5 KR PT X TSHP 1284k, TSH 5
AT T ok 575 = 06 2 i 2 4 i P 412 FFOIR



+720 ¢ Y2 & Chinese Journal of Zoology 52 %

4 %2 4 (thyroid-stimulating hormone receptor,
TSHR) 454G, JRAzszm ialEs 2 (type 2
deiodinase, Dio2) FJii il i 3(type 3 deiodinase,
Dio3) [Fik. 1EG R IR Tt —HESE |
Dio2 1 Dio3 HO6 A HITEmI N . KGRI T
MEthaiR, 5KEHIMLMEMELL, Dio2
mRNA ik % (Revel et al. 2006a), [FIFEAL
R 28 E 2 Bl (Phodopus sungorus), H
Dio3 mRNA #iA L7t (Barrett et al. 2007).Dio2
AT DU DU HOIR IR 5 28R (tetraiodothyronine,
T4) Ak i P B o 1) = 0 H IR i S 2 R
(triiodothyronine, T3), T1fi Dio3 N4fifk T3 F
T4o FrLATR Fe i b BRI 2 17K 178 i il
IR R R A= B

FE N T () 1 ke o A FUIR IR R 2
A, B DX 2548 I 2R T AR Ak nT RS 1 A
WG T . EMELIYIR, R BRI R
SEAME T GnRH 73k, a3 AL T 1IEH %
K GNRH #& T . fEEFHZET, 4FE R
FeW ) GnRH #hZn2r 2UEG (Xiong et al.
1997); FOGHER, MEiAZE GnRH M TR
o J ot A4 L ) 2% 2 . 25 (EAE KO, GnRH
PR TORMS IR B 4 R R4, B S5HR KA
k% (Yoshimura 2004), M fi#EAT #2858 5 1
B 1M T3 Ab3EAGRETI K GnRH #14 Ju R
5 gn s 2 2 [aJE A 224k (Yamamura et
al. 2006) (B 1. HubRIN T i K T3
T BRI AT G IR 5] e ) 2 4 i a1k
2% (Barrett et al. 2007, Murphy et al. 2012).
BV FOBR I 8 2 a4 oA 5 4 1 e 3 4 5
RETHRTE SRS . MR R
A REIE IR H T HAt AR 08 5 (Kisspeptin,
RFRP) §40 GnRH #14 TGIE 5
2.2 HBEEZEK-Kisspeptin -GnRH

YEN Kiss-1 ZEF 17=#), Kisspeptin 5871
BB g T o A 22 PR L ah ) A L uE s
AP B AR RS Kisspeptin AN SR 13
%5 (Pinilla et al. 2012, Okamura et al.
2013). 1M Kiss-1 F:A bR S ENRIAF

(Tassigny et al. 2007). Kisspeptin () H %
Thie EEAEHTE GnRH &t . e T
fili 5R4% Carcuate nucleus, ARC). AVPV UL
JARHTIX (preoptic area, POA) ] Kiss-1 #1£2
TG H A R A EHAR ST 2 GnRH P 2 Jo g i
b, ST SERE (Merkley et al. 2015), 3 H.
H 524k GPR54 1 KZ % GnRH it E3&IA

(Messager et al. 2005). Jifi s Kisspeptin
RIS, GnRH #H£: iR ZI Kk c-Fos FEH

(Irwig et al. 2004). K, Kisspeptin il
J& GnNRH 5 A /7 & «

Kisspeptin [ 2 15 1a 52 2% i 5l 2 4k
BERMIAE. 5T MEMELE, R EER
R BN I AVPV X Kisspeptin 21k
T~ (Mason et al. 2007). Ht—#K)2, 4
6 HI4E A i ARC X Kiss-1 #1122 TTi /b,
Kisspeptin 13218 I, (HET) Brin Rtk 2 Ja it
TGN H B 51 K Kisspeptin RIAHT T
[% (Revel et al. 2006b). 7] I, Kisspeptin )% &
WIAR B 22 AR BT . (HR7EME 42K ARC
[X (Kisspeptin FIAFEL) F&A K IRERZ
& (Simonneaux et al. 2009) . [ 17k B Z x0T
Kisspeptin ()75 2 421 . Kisspeptin [ L iF
Fo R TR, I AR s E A
F R G St E AL BRI E EAPL FI CUXL &
R, AW ATAEZ Kisspeptin [ b i 25
(Xu et al. 2016), #EHEZ 5 Kisspeptin 2 [H]
(s T — PR R

YE N ET I —3F, Kisspeptin 1% AIE %2
PEBCR I SO Y . A FER B, HEE ST ARC
X 1) Kiss-1 #f122 TIEAT HUS 5t o e 1 s (0 DR Bl
IR G RE ARC [X Kisspeptin Fi% i

(lrwig et al. 2004, Smith et al. 2005, Revel et al.
2006b). T T7E AVPV [X ] Kiss-1 #i£: u ]
ZEIMEBR I IE R BR T . UIRR O EL /N R
AVPV [X Kisspeptin [13KIAE N, DIk
BRI RS, X — AL Kisspeptin
BRI LT (Smith etal. 2006). AVPV [X &
—AME IR R X, BN X Kiss-1 #H&
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TTEARENENZER. AT AVPV X
Kisspeptin [ 1= /15t 75 AT e 5 H &K & LA
e MEPE S R R LH g i B o .

ZENT M B A SRS B IR R
K, T HIEEFELEA R  E G, (R
G A R R 2 R R — PR
7 Kisspeptin 7E14 R K AZE4H I TIRE. N
8 JH R CYIMEEE RS 5] K 4 b A B 2 L E
45, ZJaiRHT 4 EANE Kisspeptin A2,
B RERIBA T REEHEE T, (R HEAERE
Bom, 228K FFHE (Revel et al. 2006b). [F]
FEZ 8 DI E IR B4 BEE LR, 4
JE B S S Kisspeptin 21V A 51 K PEIRHIE
& (Greives et al. 2008) . VES 5 & IR [F A4
FohA B (1) 22 53 0] R BORE S I 45 2R, (HARRETS
i\ Kisspeptin £ 5 & & R HVEER . S5t
[, N Kisspeptin A8 75 51 & BHE K 1L
RN RVER N, BT 2 RAEEZ
Fa Y I [R5 5T Kisspeptin, Jo R id
T RAEFEY (Greives etal. 2008). LAl L&
/E AR TR R Kisspeptin 37 9% A FHLIE A
MBI R IR LG . AR REHERR LA TE A [H]
YR T4 Kisspeptin BUBE )2 5
B Kisspeptin J3% A PHIE R R 51 R 1052 0
24, (HEAEST Kisspeptin it 2 (e 5] &
T SRR R PRI R I B3 BT,
AMAEXTF Kisspeptin (RS LT I3 A R
bk A,  [RIAFE AR e P AMARTE B IR
ES Kisspeptin J&, 5K L HAR MR
BB, MEMEANRTE R G R T nl g%
fIC 70 Kisspeptin FRBBURAE o 3% b BUBE: (1) 1
WZERATRE S Kisspeptin A< B 1 1) 22 itk %
RH K. FFFRERM, BN/ AR R
o Kisspeptin #12¢ 7o & 1M 1) 10 £ (Clarkson et
al. 2006). A7 ] BERMEPEMATEAFIZT
FEXVE ML (> Kisspeptin, /&) sk
BB EHE

PR NS ZMAEGES BRBRMNT
T, MIRREEIRA. EFHRES . =3k

. DA Kisspeptin B T G B A3 E A Y 6E
SRS 5 AN AT HFFEY], Kisspeptin
A DM HEST LA 22K Y (neuropeptide Y, NPY)
Fr 92, 4| B 22 57 J5i 2 (proopiomelanocortin,
POMC) [IFRIA, LA INAE & 13N RIEZE
ek, WAl LMEiEd: (Bos taurus). KEAE
KIS R AEFL RT3 (Daniel et al. 2015),
AT PAKG g/ SR ACAZ IR RE 22 AL I IR Jiang
etal. 2015).
2.3 #BREE-RFRP-GnRH

55 Kisspeptin ) %58 #I 3 E FHAH I, RFRP
e — M SRS S 12 JIk o FL S I )
REAEME 4125 (Ubuka et al. 2012). # K2 (Ubuka
et al. 2009) 55 Z AP R CAIESE . BT R B,
RFRP #£2 JuflfAfir T- % 534 (paraventricular
nucleus, PVN) AT DMH, £f-4E 1] DL 51 2] GnRH
1255 (Johnson et al. 2007) . 1M H: 3244 GPR147
A1 GPR74 7£ GnRH 41 1% J [X. Kisspeptin 4
Mo EARTRIE, HIERE RFRP A0 S5 8
B R T GnRH #4250 (Rizwan et
al. 2012),

RFRP MR [FIFESZC AR WYY . 725
HEEZHE4ETS, KERMREHNSGES
Ji H BN AR EL I RFRP R IA RN
38 HN (Dardente et al. 2008). {H7EME 2K
t, RFRP G EHARAGED HIAH Sl J
FYIML ) B LR T 2 R4 6 RS KIEAMA
AL, RFRP [ mRNA I i #IEH K%
(Revel et al. 2008) . & H I Z5EY)FF1%E H I
LIE A G 1) 2 el Be sl R B IR A R B 4
H, HZE RFRP [F SAE ) D Beth vl 552 21 H
f A FE D) RE R REM . BEFURIE, 2k )
S JE A E K B RFRP mRNA A [ #6347k
BEWAN (Kirby etal. 2009). EWHET NHLF
FCAB 3% 4 R 1Bl 22233 RFRP [RIE. 5
4b, RFRP FELFYEn] DL 5] NPY. POMC
PR TEFEHNE] NPY #014JCHTE 1. RFRP ZE1Y
PRI W] e A2 2 P A HE DD RE AT A 45 SR - RFRP
PRI R A RS R EN T VIR
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INRER SR R ELEER, H RFRP
RGN RO 2K, VSRR FEER 60 d IfAd
TFEKHEET, G RFRP IRE N, B
NI DMH XA BB 2K, (H2iRERn]
RElI AT PFRP HIRIE. XA el
1 4 4 B K S TSHB, RFRP Al
Kisspeptin {32153 i1 (Klosen et al. 2013).

Kisspeptin FI RFRP A Ayt f 2 21| A b il i %
BRIV ORI RS S 1 Tl . B &
3| Kisspeptin #4270 4 RFRP 24k 3RiA,
I HX K H BTG R RE R,
RFRP mRNA (#2324 BT Kiss-1 mRNA (1738
1k, (Simonneaux et al. 2009), Kisspeptin 1575 AJ
RENZ T RFRP {5 S ¥AER T (& 1.

Day Night
Retina RHT AVP ARC/AVPV/POA
Melanopsin E— E— Kisspeptin
A
r’d S
4 VIP e
s e
Pineal gland ) g
Melatonin VDN
| p
Pars tuberalis S
TSHB s
”’
’I
”’ \
Tanycyte /s 4
Plasticit ARC/POA
Dio2/Dio3 | —=>| T3 Y GnRH

B 1 WASENEEENAREEEDS OB LER (B Ebling 2014)
Fig. 1 The neural circuit controlled by annual clock and photoperiod for regulating seasonal reproduction in
mammals (modified from Ebling 2014)

melanopsin. BALEK; Retina. HLRIE; RHT. #RIIE T L% Pineal gland. #AR4&; melatonin. #E2E2K; Pars tuberalis. {44554 ; TSHP.
RFRIRIER: Tanycyte. =40 Dio2. Jiifllf 2; Dio3. MG 3; T3. FURMRMR: plasticity. AI%81%; SCN. M E4%: AVP.
FERINEZ; VIP. M EEmL RFRP. RF BERGHIZCHK: GnRH. {RMEREERBUMZE; ARC. SRH#%; PVN. =554#%; DMH. I
Mi%; POA. FLRTIX; AVPV. =S5 %I HEM
Bl day 5 night a0t E, &AM AT, ZBEELRR 2 RAER, BAF LR ARAES, BOREGERRZEIN
HERG.
A X A% (SCND HRIRY, /A iliBi M EmRInE R (AVP) AR (VIP) BT Kiss-1 #1470/ RF AR
MK (RFRPOMZ ST IIE Bl o [FI, SCN 22 32 41 99 FIE SR AL 25 (melanopsin ) %32 156 A (S 5, il 2 28 fd % 2 1 15 44 A48 22 2 (melatonin)
FY 23 WA W) T AR 25 T E R TR R IBR B (TSHP) FUBLBEG KR IL, 51K N Mk PR (T3) It AWIEAZ k. T3 BE WS AR (2 iR
WERIE (GnRH) & oas MR 881, SUE Tl BE A RFRP Al Kisspeptin LALEI 28 GnRH #1& oIS 71, M-S ERIRAS
HIZ=TAA .
The day and night in the figure represents the photoperiod, the arrows represent the direction of neuroregulation, the triple arrows represent
polysynaptic pathway, the dotted arrows represent unconfirmed pathway, and the wave line presents spontaneous oscillation.
In mammals, the suprachiasmatic nucleus (SCN) could oscillate spontaneously and control the Kiss-1 neuron and RF amide-related peptide
(RFRP) neuron via arginine vasopressin (AVP) and vasoactive intestinal peptide (\VVIP) respectively. The melanopsin-expressing ipRGCs deliver
optical signals to the SCN directly. Neural signals from SCN transmit to pineal gland through a polysynaptic pathway and are encoded as the
secretory duration of melatonin. Melatonin signal regulates thyroid hormone (T3) in the hypothalamus via controlling the B subunit of
thyroid-stimulating hormone (TSHP) and the deiodinase. T3 could trigger the change of plasticity in gonadotropic releasing hormone (GnRH)
neurons and may influence the activity of GnRH via controlling the RFRP and Kisspeptin indirectly.
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RFRP 4 uRIAE MR 2k, 231
BRI AN, FLX R S b i AU T B
KA IR, KRR T E 5 E R
T ARAMELH RFRP mRNA K% iAH Lk
% (Revel et al. 2008), {H &% G T AR it
IS HA A5 M RFRP (145 (Mason et al.
2010). RFRP B 1)1 A AR A0 A 14 e
SRR A (AR A0 3 R T 21 M O )R
s

3 BEERYE

KHALASK, S -8 PE 2 i A 2=
BRI A2 0 . (EE I “ AR
PE Crefractoriness) ” BLGINE R4, WIEFEL
VB EZE T M B I DR A AR S
G573 B O H R AR A ot T BB D e 1A T
I fcET 2, 5B T SCN =5 [R5 ML i)
Fx} Kiss-1 P RFRP #1£2 JG I H % 7
Gb, AL AR T RRRRER- T R HOIR IR R
-GnRH F1#E 2 & -Kisspeptin/RFRP-GnRH %41
VIS, A — 04 I SR % B R AH B
KARATI AR A . AR T RER A A I
5 RIS TSH R At A 52 e oK AR i R
IZRIR Ko HX IR i s BE AT DA 5 A2 5
Mg MM T B, A AT RS RFRP I
Kisspeptin LAILIE S GnRH #Z CHIE 11, £
SERRSHET 4. B BN P AL
FAEYBENN S KR, NIREAEYE S S
TE6 SR R 0 [R5 1 B A Sl — D I B,
HHRX R R 2 5 Kisspeptin A1 RFRP 2 [8] [
MR A B — DT X TR
EARAL I 5 N IR BRI FL3h 4 R 15 I 25l
& ML B B
FOA B R B S A T AT AR U R
FELEA IR T B 5 E S e = AR AR S A
AH A AR T A 0 S EE B ORME L

Z % X W
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