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OCCURRENCE OF APUD CELLS IN THE IMMUNE ORGANS OF CHICHEN

LU Yu-Yan LI Pi-Peng
{ Department uf Braloge. Yantai Nermal College Yantar 263025, China )

ABSTRACT Occurrence of APUD cells was observed in the immune organs of chicken with histo-
chemical and PAP-immunocytachemical techniques. A small group of argvrophil and argentaffin cells
was located in the medulla of thymus, those cells were lead-Hemarine positive and 5-Ht immunoreac-
tive. In other immune organs, especially the bursa of Fabricius, no similar cells were observed. These
cells had the same characteristics of the cells in APUD system{ which now is also rermed the Diffuse
Neurcendocrine System ). The results indicated thar the neurcendocrine regulariom of the 1mmune
function and T eell developrment may carry out direcily by the APUD cells in thymus and there may be
difference in neurcendocrine regulation of lymphocyte develapment between thymus and the bursa of
Fbricius in birds.
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