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WILD UNGULATE SURVEYS IN GRASSLAND HABITATS: SATISFYING
METHODOLOGICAL ASSUMPTIONS

Richard B.Harris
(Moniana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit, University of Montana Missoula, MT 59812 USA)

ABSTRACT Appropriate statistical methods exist for surveying grassland ungulates, but applying
them in the field invariably requires ingenuity and compromise. I describe linetransect surveys I con-
ducted of 3 plateau grassland species in Qinghai province, focusing on underlying statistical assump-
tions and specific measures [ took to deal with each. I also suggest that authors take care to consider
assumptions of whatever statistical model is chosen, and provide sufficient detail in reports that readers
may assess strong and weak points of their survey. . ‘

Key words Line transectmethod Qinghai province Tibetan antelope (Pantholops hodgsoni) Tibetan

' gazelle (Procapra picticaudata) Tibetan wild ass (Equus kiang)
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