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DEVELOPMENT OF THE SPLEEN IN BURSECTOMIZED CHICKS

ZHANG Hongwei GAO Shouhua TAI Xuguang
(Department of Biology, Shandong University Jinan 250100)

ABSTRACT In general, bursa of Fabricius in avian is regarded as central lymphoid organ inhu
humoral immunity. Although some workers belive that B lymphocytes in avian may come from em-
bryonic stage liver, spleen and bond marrow, but there is no strong evidence. For detecting whether all
B lymphocytes come from bursa of Fabricius, the development and differentiation of B lymphocytes in
chick spleen were studied by means of bursectomy and acid a—naphthyl acetate esterase stain. The re-
sults indicated that the B lymphocytes of the chick spleeh chiefly came from bursa of Fabricius, while
there was other source for supplying B lymphocytes to spleen. Further studies concerning the other
functional organ for pre—B cells development are needed.
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