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THE EFFCGTS OF MELATONIN IN THE RUBBER CAPSULIFORM
IMPLANT WITH SPECIAL INSTRUMENT ON THE MOULTING
CYCLE OF FOX(VULPES FULV A)

LI Jianchang

(Insrisure of Zaology, dcademia Sinica 100080 Beijing)

ABSTRACT &7 adult and 152 young fox (Vulpes fulva) under natural daylenth (L
D = 15/9) were given subcutanous microrubber capsuliform implants contained with effec-
tive dosage of melatonin as an autum signal from mid-June-July until October-November in
the Farm of Silan village of Shidao (latitude: 36°96'N; longitude: 122°6'E) in Shandong
province, In September, all control animals were still in their summer coats, while the
hair quality, coat density and skin texture of the treated animals resembled those in a no-
rmal winter coat. Experimental fox also grew at a faster rate. Rubber capsuliform irop-
lant produced consistent early priming (45—60 days) in the treated fox.

Key words Melatonin Fox (Vulpes fulva)



