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Behavioral Thermoregulation in Reptile Embryos
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Abstract: Ectotherms rely primarily on behavioral thermoregulationto raise their body temperatures.
Traditionally, it is assumed that behavioral thermoregulation only exists in post-embryonic stages. However,
recent studies have shown that reptile embryos have the capability of behavioral thermoregulation. Here we
review the discovery and research progress of behavioral thermoregulation in reptile embryos, discuss the
ecological and adaptive significance of behaviora thermoregulation in embryos, analyze how embryos sense
temperature to complete behavioral thermoregulation, and point out some future research directions in this
field.
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YEF%: (Kearney et al. 2009, Duet al. 2015).
JRJIG B2 ) A i s PO PR A R . S
MBI, ARG SIS B AT 3R

H Y TCEH R IR R R, BTLA G R ae bl 3h
SZ )T S0 FE PR BT BB 4R (Shine 2006),
AR EIMAT RHRIATIRE S (Tattersall et al.
2006). SR, ATk Z SRR E IR 2 G0 A
ITENIN &, BERAEAT R 50 T S (Reynolds
et a. 2002), FEMIGTFHFLEBEZ N ERZ R
AN RIS, XA ARG AL PR T ™04 (1 Bk
fi% (Deeming 2004). -4, TCATSHPIIRNG Gl
G AT 2 AR AL AR M B HEN,
SRIEFE R 12 RS AR A H 32 Bl R0 PR A
1bIfIBE S (Duetal. 2022), N EhE3R5E AL B
E AT SIS KB BRENY
&A% (Deeming 2004, Booth 2006). iT4E
SR SEER A TE TAFUESE 73X /N SR HEN, I
ITAMETWAAETHAGH B (Du e a.
2015) . JCAT h A I b T LA a8 5 FAE B A
&, IBEUT AT Z HE (Dueta. 2011).
IO MIRREAT AR IR BRFHET
BAT IR A FE R X IR
il A S A SRATE 5 77 W) 55 07 T R ik

1 BERBAT AFATT R

JRREAT RS B e TR IR T Zh P fa ks H 1
rh4E% (Pelodiscus sinensis) Wk IL. BFFEA
GOBIE I N AN, R T IR IR R
IR, R IR B TR AR O ) — ],
Hr AR IR i 25 S B I SR FET, A SR AR T
], WEAG X BE 2 s B m s (B D), X
FIPMERETE R G 5B B A B iR B H R 3 i
ft7) (Duetd.2011). FAARMIAT G A
BRI, R — A Eshik R . kT LUE
TEAT o AR T ST AW it s FEE T A B L IR PR
R (Huey 1974). #t—Dwtse &, MAGE
A5 EAR AL F B #R AT R (Zhao
etal. 2013). JHMIGRE LB IR, MALT:
JRREWANEE,  UFE SR #2347 4

o b AR S [FR R S e ( Mauremys
reevesii) WRIGII#S), KIMMENGAE P A TR
BRI IAEE, I H A8 5] 815 55 1 10 = iR PR 5
(Zhao et dl. 2013). Ja4:MIWEFLRIL, MEARAT
PR T SRR R et 5h )
H, DURASIEH . #9TE B AR H 55 528
H R AE /N R BN o IR R IR IR AT Bl 5
B% (Lieta. 2014). & MRARTE S0 AN AR
[ BN ELE BRA T 5 N 1) R AR Z0 AT N A
i& (Pellegrini et al. 2007), St IR 3= 5hm
BB L A A 7T R AL HE () R AT R A
R WIZAT N, ST CLE S N
ERAENR G IR, e R AE
&% (Duetal. 2015).
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Fig. 1 Behavioral thermoregulation in Pelodiscus
sinensisembryos (Du et al. 2011)

HIFEMAGIE B (20 BUAM (b) KRR E, DLRJIRRGEE#
VETT A B AL E A (0.

Position of the embryo when heat source is from above (a) or at the
left side (b), and shifts in the position of embryo as heat source
changes (c).

BSFRGIIEEN.: *P<005 **P<00L: ns. £REES
Asterisks show levels of statistical significance: * P < 0.05, ** P <

0.01; ns. Nonsignificant



434 MR TRAT SRR FOAT 9 Fhafd 9 <637+

2 BHARFKMHTFHRRIBIT RRRT
WRHAAT T B, R R

52 fEHRE PR G R S R 2T AT AR
5?7 AT T IEAGAT NG T IR 7 R 2 A S
IS = SE M, Al LA N T B A i 2 DA 52
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Rk 3222 UL L5/ (Chelydra serpentina)
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BARRAER, AB R IR 2 1A 2 AR A,
5 BUME G T8 325 G 1 SO S 23R 22 ) 1) 2
A, CEAIXLEON NIRRT R E IS, AT
WRTE B SRS IIRAT S I IG Te ik 4747
NFGEF (Telemeco et al. 2016). #R1f, Ye %
(2019)%F H 4R 517 rh 15 £ G A iR S AT 7
TUIA3 B A [R] TR A Py 2 5 A A e
TRk B0 % H AR S 5 O P 7 i )R T
RILGP AR ZEAEAS R Z= TR, S ORIRIN I
ZEAIk A7 °Co Ak, A IR i ZE A7 AE H
JASRWEN, TR MR IR ZE D, iR ZE T A
FEARRN SR, X EBATN i H R A —
o [FIBF, WEFEN SR 2430 E AR AT A
WS, KRIAE ARSI IR A A R
ARk . AR, E HARIREE IR N A
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eta.2019).

3 MR T AR ESENE X

PRRRAT TR 19 10 55— A I e He R
WG o BHFURY, FRRRAT AT HE

REMIARMT (Zhaoetal. 2014). 4, HATNM
W A AW ?

— PO SN IR B AT R S e — R
ITH, MR EAS M, (HAEFRTHEA
AT ARIEFIIRE (Telemeco et a. 2016).
WRHG R B Yo T R v B3 i 2% (8] 5 i, J8
TR bl A A O P A 18K N 5 IR G B BB
H, —ueH ) ONIRIRRETEUF AR B LR
A, i H SR E SRR CntERIBUR D &
SRD, HRTRmEREMY 2. Kk,
DURRREAT R TCVETERRIG R & I 5 SR i
i, HME T “XEAT N7 RUE (Cordero et al.
2018) . AR AT Ay 1) A2 BLIE N AE TR 2]
B T AL G SR AR TE S i R . R
CUE TR, IR 5 i A 0 f B SR SR AT 309
B A %47y (Burghardt et al. 1996, Pellegrini
et a. 2007), fHZARKMEIBAT NP TIZ Sl
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TR AR, TR R
mICIT SRR &« FRER. FRAT AL
KJGEAE (Deeming 2004, Booth 2006,
Du et d. 2010, Noble et a. 2018) , 47 A
TR HEIRIG R B BRI G 2 5% T AR
BE i R DA K iR w5 RIE A 2 (Du et al.
2011). B, HTWRESIIGE &R R
1EAHZ% (Andrews et al. 2012, Booth 2018, Singh
et a. 2020), MAGAT 9IRS W R se 1S IR iR
FE RS B PR, T ReAE R A0,
AR B RIhER . 76 PR E I IR
17 RS T, BRBURIR AT AR
AR RR IR E B R I, 45K T L
W, ARG T S0 RFUEYE (Du et al
2011, Yeeta.2019). ik, XfTiEFEAHE
PE 5wk % ( temperature-dependent  sex
determination, TSD) SR CITEIIM &,
IR FEE R R O LR AR R L, AR )R AT
S EOE A A R Ak, B R R A
(Jensen et al. 2018)., YeZF (2019) KFL, e
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TG RE 8 R AT AR TR G E IR
HIRE, EmErktt. M EmNEs, T
TG Re 40 I 6 U P 24 R E M i e 5 D T P
i, DA R L m S, JE HLREZE RS
AR R EE I . (HER ORI, BEARIT A
PR 52 S5 AR I 15 O o R AR ARS8
TR VR e SRR R (M S, i e
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L (Yeetd. 2019). % F B ] @it $2 5l
7= YN B PR B R Sk SR % R AR L
(Mitchell et al. 2010), FEfE4T R # I 5 AT AE AN
HAAT AN IEFME R, SRS FAR T
e ERAR EEq: 0 AT

4 FERAT AT AR 5 TR

AMERBIAT Jo AR SR BB ) <R,
JEiEgl” PSR, IR AR AT N R
WE ., WEREGES T EEREERRR
PR3 ELYTv i 30 PN i e L2t 61459
HIERAL, FREE TSR TRMNE RS
THI H R RS2 A 2 AR HRTE = XU, KT 10
RGP LR R E T IR AT (Vriens et al.
2014) o i FE | 145 B 18 2 SR v i 48 TG R AT
TR FE R AR 1, oK S S R S i 9 5% X
LIRSl B, FRIETHIIR AL I
() — S8 35 B T 4% 1 W i FL A7 32 4K (transient
receptor potential, TRP) #hAT 1 H T 1) FE ik
HITHRE (Niliuset al. 2014, Castillo et al. 2018).

G (R AR AT 9 30T 9 A A B R R R
B, WIRESHFILETERE (29°C) MK,
HAET B E TR E (33°C) KR, WK
B, 155 fRRE M IR 221 P AR AE S B 7
AT NRMER PR A 200, RUTEER
AT IO B DAEE AN FIRZ 3, 5
W0 AN RIS (Yeetal. 2021). @ity 14
Y%, BAERRNE. GESE AT NS L Rl SLG
J, RISt TRPAL 1 TRPVL 2 IRIG1T
AR 7 1o o R R A A ) B S T
TRPAL H T BSZ IR AR (28~32°C)H, f#

135 fa R iE ) IR AL B, T R R A
P BTEE N (>32 'C), TRPVL BE 345 1)
BRI AR (B 2). ik, fERRIT N
AT T, TRPAL I TRPVL AR T — 4%
ERNAR S FEE, AT ERZEE A
(Yeetd.2021).
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Behavioral thermoregulation in embryonic turtles
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Fig.2 Molecular thermometer of behavioral
thermoregulation in embryos (Yeet al. 2021)
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The arrow represents the direction of embryo movement.
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