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Botta’s Serotine found in Xinjiang, Qinghai, and Ningxia, China
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Abstract: To survey the biodiversity of Chiroptera in northwestern China, thirteen morphologically consistent
specimens were collected in August 2023, and August to September 2024 in Xinjiang, Qinghai, and Ningxia,
China. The specimens’ morphological and skull characteristics were determined using electronic digital
calipers. A phylogenetic tree was constructed based on the Cyt b gene sequence using the maximum likelihood
method, and genetic distances were calculated using MEGA7.0 software. The main physical characteristics

are as follows: head and body length 61.28 ~ 78.88 mm, forearm length 42.72 ~ 51.65 mm (Appendix 1); ear
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tips slightly rounded, tongue-shaped, tragus short, less than half the length of the ear; male penis gradually

flattened from the base to the end, nearly triangular, and with a small groove at the end; dorsal hairs

brownish-yellow as a whole, and ventral hairs grayish-white (Fig. 1). The cranium is 19.65 ~ 21.13 mm in

total length (Appendix 2), and the zygomatic arches are thin, slightly widened in the middle (Fig. 2). These

above characteristics are consistent with those of Botta’s Serotine (Eptesicus bottae). Phylogenetic analyses

using the mitochondrial Cyt b gene molecular marker revealed that the species clustered with Botta’s Serotine

from other countries (Fig. 3). The genetic distance to the named subspecies of Botta’s Serotine was only 0.4%

(Table 2), which is much smaller than the distances between other species in the genus and between

subspecies within the species. Combining morphological and phylogenetic analyses, these bats were identified

as Botta’s Serotine. This study confirms the distribution of this species in Xinjiang, Qinghai, and Ningxia,

China for the first time.
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3T H (Chiroptera) il £  Vespertilionidae )
FRUEJE (Eptesicus), HEIABKiId®IT 30 M)
P, EE AT ROV KR AEMANSED (Simmons
2002, Moratelli et al. 2019, Acosta et al. 2021),
WHFER I, PRIEJE N YRR EE AR Sk
B BA B B SRR R AP ] 22 57 (Cldudio
et al. 2023). HECACKIFIEE 4 Ff: SCBERR
g (E. gobiensis) JtFRUGE (E. nilssoni)~ R77
KriE CE. pachyomus) FIIEHELEE (E. pachyotis)

(BRHHSCEE 2025).

WERIE (E. bottae Peters) T 1869 11X
FERI R A R I, B A7 T+ T 78 pg
(Nader and Kock 1990), J Wz T F . 7§
WAIH % (Korine 2023). Simmons (2002)
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LB 1 AP 2.
1.2 DNA JIFMRZGERE DT
3 DNA $2EURH & (REER A
YR A IR 2%, TSINGKE TSP201 - 200) $2
IS AMFER (1 5. 519, 7E35)
15 DNA. DAZRRIARAIREE b (Cyth) 1EN
Sy FhRid, 519 Cytb - F (5" - TAG AAT ATC
AGC TTT GGG TG - 3") F1 Cyt b - R(5' - AAA
TCA CCG TTG TAC TTC AAC - 3") 47 PCR
P14 PCR ] SAR R AR 15 pl, K G
BRAEYRIFE AR AR (TSINGKE) 2 x T8
High-Fidelity Master Mix ($%%5: TSE111) &
RETRBIE R BAE R, & 5 R 4k
FEHNR: 2 x T8 High-Fidelity Master Mix 7.5 pl.
A DNA 1 pl GRE 35 mg/L). 10 umol/L _ijf
519 Cyt b-F 1 pl (ZHFE 0.67 pmol/L)+ 10 pmol/L
THESIH Cyt b-R 1 pl (KJE 0.67 pmol/L) -
ol ddHL0 4.5 pl, 4 73R & 3551 5 4T PCR
/P
SONAEFE: FiAME 98 °C 3 min; AR 98 °C
10s, IBK 55~60°C 155, ZEffi 72°C 155, 37
AMIEIR; %% 72 °CHEAH 5 min, 4 °C{R{F PCR
P e BB PEIEAT B E R B AE AR
PR 7 HEAT LA U
7 3¢ [H H KAV H AR A B 70> (National
Center for Biotechnology Information, NCBI)
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BB Nucleotide BLAST F1#E47 41 EL Xt o [F]
B 7E NCBI H N4k B HoAth B ARG RE A 1)
Cyt b BRI T KRUEJE I HAB P Cyt b
P, PR AR A R K
( Plecotus auritus )~ = 5 Fr fE K H g (P
fil fr 3% (R B Hypsugo
alaschanicus) VG R H4E (Myotis altarium)
1 Cyt b FERFH (K 1. RHRALRE
(maximum likelihood, ML) ¥ R4 Kk G,
7t IQtreel.6.12 HIZ4T 5 000 K H H %
(ultrafast bootstraps) HEHMFEHT, LI
FWRERE. MHBA MEGA 7.0 % Cyt b

homochrous ) -

B PR P B EAT B AR B B T ST

K1 KR BARIERGEUR KD HER

Table 1 Species information for constructing

phylogenetic tree of Eptesicus bottae in this study

YyFi Species

Cyt b 3£ [H /751 GenBank 3% 5

Cyt b gene sequence GenBank
accession number

WS This study XJ2023001
AHFSE This study QH2024026
AHFSE This study NX2024012
A5 This study NX2024023
AHFFT This study NX2024034
BRRUE TR 4 I

Eptesicus bottae bottae

B KFUE omanensis Y

E. b. omanensis

BKFUE innesi WA

E. b. innesi

TAZUE hingstoni W Af
E. b. hingstoni

TAZNE taftanimontis Y7

E. b. taftanimontis

KERIE E. fuscus

FERAE E. diminutus

LB IARE E. andinus

ZF BIEAZE E. chiriquinus
Rl H AL AR S E. furinalis
FI-PEREE E. innoxius
KRR E. brasiliensis

K EARE E. hottentotus
Y5 IR ERIE E. isabellinus
KRUE E. serotinus

KRG E. nilssonii
KEELGE E. gobiensis

H A R ARIE E. japonensis
P rE R HME Myotis altarium
PrE R HE M. altarium

il K H0F Plecotus auritus
. 1

Lhi K H A P homochrous

[if-Rr AR 32 Hypsugo alaschanicus

PV583976
PV583977
PV583978
PV583979

PV583980

OP157087, NC070014,
OP328300, OP328299,
OP328298

KF019067, KF019066,
KF019041, KF019040,
KF019039

KF019062, KF019061,
KF019060, EU786815

EU786821, EU786820,
EU786819, EU786818,
EU786817, EU786816

EU786814, EU786813

OP157116, OP157114

MT262872

OP157086

OP157098, OP157097

OP157101

OP157119

OP157095

EU786823, EU786822
MG211692, OP157124
OP157123, MF038481

OP157122, LC122512

GQ272583, 1X902478

LC361451

MF630871

KX467610

AF513758

DQ318883

OR468082
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2.1 JEAFRHE

ANE (B 1): fRE 13.3 ~26.6 g, hikk
61.28 ~ 78.88 mm, HiE 42.72 ~ 51.65 mm (n
=12) (fF=% 1. S IVAIVE 5 40 mm,
FIEE T8 58 8 B = FR KRS R
Je ARG, NERE K. BERZt
W, JESA R, HAXER, HIAME,
BEEE; B, NEEEK—F, TumEE (&
la). WIEeHE, BAwal (B 1a). REEHE
TREIEES, MRS BB E, 2¥EN
R, EHESRL (B 1d). BRIE, HHE
J55 10 ~ 20 mm (P& 1c). BEMERH 22 &%,
FEI BN A u IR Y, A=A, B A
—/NUIRE (B 1D

a

e (B 1D: HWEROEIR, BIfEFHA
(Bl 1d); IBEERE, BAEERKAE (F e,
Wy B, HILimE i 2 —. B ERK
RO GRER R WISREER, BB imm 2 —.
IR 2 gm e (B 1b).

Ll (B 2): fii4 19.65~21.13 mm (n
=9) (3 2. kBEEM, kiBkLopsk
W, AXAEJG A TS LR T, Pl s 5
TR, HRHEN A R, 85 KT ek
% (B 2a). SkE MM, vy, JLFsS
FAE AR B EMERY, MRSk
HIBEER . JARIEARHE, NTEHE. WE
B F T, DTHA Bk MG . s aedl, s
W eE (B 20). Sk IEHDW, 5080 ok H
=V JE RIS R IA AR 90 JEE T “m”
% (F2b).

B 1 HWAIERSISE RS NX2024035, 3)

Fig. 1 Characteristics of the morphology of the Eptesicus bottae (Voucher number: NX2024035, )

a. HEWIES; b SKESOUHA: o FARKRE: d B%E; e BT £ P,

a. Ear and rostrum; b. Lateral view of head; c. Hind foot and tail; d. Dorsal fur; e. Ventral fur; f. The penis.
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Fik (B 2): i 2.1.1.3/3.1.2.3=
32 (B 2000 ARRPTIRMIER A E 5K 7.44 ~
9.08 mm (n=9) (Jft32). LA —TH (12)
B, BV (B BN, 2k —T16 (12
W=z — (B 20). P LA T 2R )
g (K 2. R (CH KB, mEANL
WolZ e, 5E 01N (P A, L
AT —H, SRR TR (CH, i TFHE
Ji (200, EBEFV =AM, AMULE /NS,
B AW (ML MY B WY B, 6
“HW (M “W” WEAEE (E2b). Fik
5K 8.16~9.33 mm (n=9) (3£ 2). FHII]
Wl TEARK/INIEAZALL, 437 0 K2 A4 (1]
2d). PR (C») KIE, FEENTNHIIZ 5,
B ERWE (CH FE, 5H =TI (I
¥, FAUHTF AR, B—FRTHW (P
XN, TR (CD Ja7 (B 2¢). F

5 mm

AW =M R EEIRA RN, H&a—
MR N (B 2d).
22 ET Cytb ERFFIINRARE 2T

5 SRR Cyt b FERFFAIZ XS, 5k E
oA B SRR RIE AR A 2 s 99%, 7 113k
A—F. FET Cyt b EEFHINRG K EME
KIS, KPR T 13 DR, AR
(5 SRS 5 RRIE 1 44 A 3R O — 32 (1 3D
J#id MEGA 7.0 #' [ Kimura 2-parameter 5%
THRS SRR E AL RE R, BRI 5 REE )
5 SRS RERESE 2 WAL PR B iR, Y
M 0.4% (£2).

ARG & i ) FE 5800 55 R0 A1 1 5%
WK, &S5 I WY A XA 7 A R ALE -
i ILARGIRE A oA TR (R SR
B : B oBEANIRME TR, KR
RKRIE innesi WWAPFR 7> 23 AG AR, HARBAR

5 mm

B2 BARESKAHRE (B34S : NX2024035, &)
Fig.2 Characteristics of the skull of the Eptesicus bottae (Voucher number: NX2024035, &)

a. BAUHTM: b EHUETOW: c b FEZEMTOW: d FEHETmR.

a. Cranium, dorsal view; b. Cranium, ventral view; ¢. Cranium, Mandible, left side view; d. Mandible, dorsal view.
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Vo

OP157086 533kl Eptesicus andinus

100 | g7r OP157095 LY AR

E. brasiliensis

OP157097 | A HUEERR £ chiriquinus
% 5 OP157098 o m
o MT262872 ISR £ diminunus XA Clade |
97 OP157 101 FFIEE E. furinalis
L——— OPI157119 fiIFE- 7. innoxius
—OL: Op157114 |kﬁ'¢ﬂh‘7’| E. fuscus
OP157116
NC070014
0P328298 BARIEAG 45 WA E. bottae bottae
OP137087 5 %5 Clade 2
OP328299
OP328300
PV583978
PVSB3976 | 4 o This study
PV583977 1% % Clade 12
PV 583980
PV583979
EU786816
EU786820
EU786821 IR hingstoni TRV E. bottae hingstoni
2| 87| EU786819 | H=3 % Clade 3
100 M EU786817
87 EU786818
EU786815
POKF019060 Rk innesiWW RN E. bottac innesi
80, ¥ KF019061 I AR Clade 4
KF019062
100 EU786813 | fikiifiafi isSERIE. bottae tafi
9% EU786814 | #7X% % Clade 6
KF019039
KF019041 o ) ) )
KF019040 'ﬂ'(il{{ﬁl}mﬂn@n.ﬂs%*l'lﬂ bottae omanensis
KFO19066 SHTLIA Clade 5
o1 KF019067
] ?}?9207225:83 | RHERSIR . gobiensis
LC361451 HASH AR E. japonensis
(7LC 122512 | LR £ milssonis $-LHFH Clade 7
OP157122
90 MF 038481 | ., . .
100 1001 OP157123 |£J:ﬂ'm E. serotinus
100 ———EU786822 KIRHRIR E. hottentotus
L FU786823 H/\E A Clade 8
92[ MG211692 | {5 0 fiksilli £ isabellinus
OP157124 | 5JLZ A Clade 9
9 AF513758 5@ K W5 Plecotus auritus
— —*— OP425735 5 SMEK HAE P. homochrous | =35 Clade 13
OR468082 FH34K3E Hypsugo alaschanicus | #+% % Clade 10
100 - KX467610 | g -8 Myoris altarium
MF630871 | %+ —3 & Clade 11

0.05

B3 ET Cyth ERFFIMBERBRRURRAR TN
Fig.3 Maximum likelihood phylogenetic trees based on Cyt b gene sequences
G BT RN NS R E IR 5 000 IKIOSCRFEE, SURPRRT 70 INEUE; A8 GRS L I H IR B ek
Numbers at nodes indicate bootstrap support values derived from 5 000 times of self-spread resampling, only values greater than 70 are displayed,

the scale bar indicates the number of nucleotide substitutions at each site.

WA S AR A T 2R RARIE R 3 Wi
B AT T MEIMFNRRYN s 25 )\ S RERME @ Y M 4y

AT RRNAEEM ;565 LS RARIE B R 5 7 A AR VR A 3 W 0 TR K 42.72 ~ 51.65 mm(n=
F4E (Wilson and Mittermeier 2019). 12), /4K 19.65~21.13 mm, fi/¥iE 6.05 ~
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F£2 ET Cytb ZRAFFIHENBILER
Table 2 Genetic distances calculated based on Cyt b gene sequences
éicffp 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 H—3 % Clade 1

2 3R Clade 2 0.164

3 5B =Z & Clade 3 0.187  0.067

4 U3 F Clade 4 0.199  0.078  0.021

558130 RK Clade 5 0.178  0.063  0.026  0.041

6 55N % Clade 6 0.180  0.071 0.026 0.047 0.030

7 %-E3X & Clade 7 0.163 0.073 0.072  0.079 0.052  0.076

8 55\ % Clade 8 0211 0.172  0.191 0200 0.178 0.178  0.170

9 # LS & Clade 9 0.203 0.148 0.177 0.190 0.157 0.152 0.165 0.208

10 2+3Z & Clade 10 0.218 0.183 0.192 0.185 0.173 0.202 0.189 0.249 0.268

11 2851 —3C & Clade 11

(HEE PHEE R 0.196 0.198 0.172  0.182 0.162 0.177 0.164 0.191 0.186  0.205

(Outgroup Myotis altarium)

12 5+ 23 & Clade 12 0.160 0.004 0.062 0.073 0.058 0.066 0.068 0.178 0.142 0.187 0.192

13 i+ =32 & Clade 13 0.223 0206 0202 0205 0.187 0207 0204 0226 0.180 0.222 0.163  0.205

8.62mm(n=9), 5k HRFW[HIEK 41.10 ~
47.00 mm, 54K 15.88 ~ 17.63 mm, /i
7.25 ~ 7.82 mm(n = 23Rz 70 [HT B K 45.50
~47.00mm (n=3), fi4K 15.84 ~17.38 mm
(n=21), WifiifE 7.19 ~7.75 mm (n=11) ]
IR AREE hingstoni LA (Benda et al. 2006) Hif
T K o o Pt s U A BE AN A, AR A K AT AE
REZER. HILHEN, REREETE 2 RS A
TRRNE . P L KRG hingstoni WA,
XA AT RER I M4 K B fR4E Wilson
Mittermeier (2019), RARMEMFREIE, HEFH
ETNLY/F6700)  P f YGeay R W ey v sl
R S SR AL G B Y€ RN i N
SR E . FWEESEEYG; MR
IES STV PR RS g e w v N
L —% (Korine 2023). F&T Cyt b F[H 7
IR RGRKE TS, AU 3 b g 5 O
g A AR —3, BERE BN 0.4%. 45
GIES TS, HlUOR &R IR
BRI, R FE o B P AL X B A0
WESZ T Simmons (2002) KIHEM. BtAh, Mi%
VM ENERIE R RS, HRARAKERKED

P L 2R 734 R B O 2 PR ORGSR I, X — %
JRARTTREAREL It PERR B L PRl IE S A A
RAED R AL P FIE I . BT AT TT,
E I ARG R 5 A, Horh 2R 07 BRiE AR B A
K, kthK 73.00 ~ 80.00 mm, FiE K 49.00 ~
57.00 mm; JEHARE HELZEEE)E, Juts
IR BRI RGO, BEREEAHEA, X
BERRIET Bkl 2, MEROHESR
U252 (Wilson and Mittermeier 2019); kU A
FARFAE AT 2.1 Bk, TSR E EAE
fiE, PR S E P 2l 4 FRARiE @ YR
XK

WEFRARE, ARlEm YA B R i A s T 2
P, BOERME & N A A A T 2 A Ay
e, ABARIBE T 0 A JUA A — B
Wo BAI, H#E Nader Fl Kock (1990) A4,
BRFMERE 70 7 N EF: E. b. bottae E. b. innesi-
E. b. ognevi. E. b. hingstoni~ E. b. anatolicus
E. b. omanensis F1 E. b. taftanimontis . J5i K, Juste
55 (2013) FIHZRRAIEZ DNA 740500 X
it 4 NEE M : E. b. innesis E. b. hingstoni-
E. b. taftanimontis 1 E. b. omanensis. 2018 4F,
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Artyushin %5 (2018) HRHEAH ICHHE 270 M1 S FF
Nader Fll Kock (19900 FIMLsT. T7E BT HIHT
L, E. b. anatolicus M E. b. ognevi # M
SEPFE (Claudio etal. 2023). Bk, HAETZIR
MIFER) T Z AN R IR AR A 5 > B b,
bottae, AT TYVRERIM]; E. b. innesi, A
T L), 2 H, EEE ., 3R &V E. b,
hingstoni, 5341 TAURIE B ve AR Z R ;
E. b. taftanimontis, 53Tt E. b. omanensis,
I3 AT TP 2 AT PS (Wilson and Mittermeier
2019). ARFFL T E LI Coris, FigM T 2D
RIMEAFIETR AR, P58 7 H O A3 o 1m,
BT B S ARG AR AR .
WAFIEAFAE T Z M+ R4,
fICHUR L AL RS, HoOE S AR 5
VI R RINE AR . 2R E B R, SR
WOl 2% 3 SCHRmE B &, 20 B 31,
wfE H (Hymenoptera) . #5## H (Coleoptera)
A0 ik ¥ H ( Lepidoptera ) %5 ( Wilson and
Mittermeier 2019) . iff FL R, BAEREEXTGT5 4L
UK (Polak et al. 2011), 75373 [X 7] g2 2
Jei5 g, (AR RERVE IR N “ T fak
(Least Concern, LC)” #)#f (Bouillard 2021).
RIEAHT T, BARME s, HiEA T2
()73 AT B ISR R, X853 A XN 135 A,
NFEENE R, 252 20 SR AGS
GEIRI S0 AT B/ o % T BFRIR AT 65 G,
AR ] AE A ] P b X J K s et i,
FHRMRFAT R B RIFRAT I, DAl 1Y)
FRAE 2 P A2 XU o
Bl AU ARG DURRIIT R, EATF 5
IIMYE RS W TR 28, FER., #
W KRR, BREE. WSS SRS #
OB, AR B DL B S !

2 % X W
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