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Far-East Keelback Hebius vibakari Found in Lujiang
County, Anhui
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School of Life Sciences, Anhui University, Hefei, Anhui 230601, China

Abstract: In August 2021, we collected one specimen of the genus Hebius (Fig. 1 showing the morphological
characteristics of this snake) in the Dabie Mountains (Niuwang Mountain, Lujiang County, Hefei City, Anhui
Province, China). Morphological comparison showed that the snake was obviously different from the recorded
genus Hebius in the Dabie Mountains (H. sauteri and H. craspedogaster). Based on molecular phylogenetic
analysis, it was shown that the specimen was clustered with H. vibakari and morphologically, it conforms to
the characteristics of H. vibakari (Fig. 2). It suggests that the specimen should be H. vibakari. This is a new
recorded species of H. vibakari distribution in the Dabie Mountains and Anhui Province, and this is the first
time of this species reported outside of northeastern China. This new record expands the distribution range of
H. vibakari, and is of great significance for studying the population evolution and biogeography of this
species.
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KI5 R (Hebius) HRTCATH 48 Fh
(Zhou et al. 2019, Davin et al. 2021, Hou et al.
2021), J iz A TP E B AR EBA AR B
MELEEE, B, R ERSME A, 2R
DT, FERIE RN VBRI RLE P GBY/R 2%
2006, Guo et al. 2014). fEZHEAIKALIXF 2
Tt 2 IV e s g v 28 2 A —— A R IR BE I (H.
sauteri) FIZ5%5E %5 (H. craspedogaster ) (|
BEWE 1991, Guo etal. 2014, &% 2014, #
Fa 2021).

2021 4F 8 F, ZE& T E B LA AE KL
X R W AEEE N B br A 1 5. S5
RO, bR A5 S5 5 RS e AN i SR AR BE g T
A, ST TR GRS 1999, &R
T 20060 KIL, ZMETETEAS B AR 0 AR i
AT . B SIS R T BO bR A
TTRGRE T, $ERiZe NN 2 58 i I8
k.

1 MES5EFE

11 RARE

2021 £ 8 H 22 H, WIRELELBEEN
ELEAF 28 (31°15'57" N, 117°0532" E,
Mk 229 m) REFIRWIEHREIRA 1 5.
FRAH 75%0 g E , BUORAF T 2 B4
YIRRANE, A58 AHULI210822. fifi
95% LI [E 2 B A AR i, BT - 20 °C
UKFEIRAT o
12 BAERSNE

27 (PEREIR) IR E TS
fEREER GRURDE 2006) , IEHL 13 AMEASTRFR
HEAT 07, 454K (total length) - SkAA4K: (snout-
vent length) . B (tail length) . 3k (head
length) . 3k %% (head width) . 3k Chead height)
JI§ % (ventral scales). J& T (subcnudal scales)-
)&% (supralabial). )&% (infralabial). HE
JE % (postocular). Hi#if#% Canterior temporals)
A EE4TH (dorsal scale rows) o HFFH, Fr
Ak, kEKAMEKEHSERNE, i

F 1 mm; Sk, SkTE. Skl E SR
FrR R CEEENRFAFNHE R, 0 ~
150 mm) , FE#3F] 0.1 mm.
1.3 B FREFSH

18 FH M VCR SRR AR IR T 2H 2132 L DNA,
DNA #2HL 484 7 77722 W, Hou %5(2021).
FHZFES I Cytb ZEFF] (1072 bp), FF
$232 % GenBank (&35 OP573253),

4R, M GenBank H T & 1 A [ 4R IV i 55
I JE 16 MIFIFEVEXFH (R 1), PAKEE
4% M (Amphiesma stolatum) AT Sk i 4 i
(Herpetoreas platyceps) 1 [E 5 X 7%, fE
MEGA X Fxf Fib 7 H A7 X, BT P FEES
B (p-distance) THEYIFIAIB LR, DLEE
JE e AT Sk IR BE e R AMEE (R 1), fF A raxml
GUI 2.0 %M@ i & K LR 7 (maximum
likelihood) 143 4t K A (Edler et al. 2021).

2 &3

21 AR E%E

WA MEE R, Sk, SkEATIX 5.
LTS TR, PIO R R tnBE (B 1), 14,
G A, BB ANEE AR 42K 417 mm,
EBK 129 mm (HE2EKR 309%); kK
15.98 mm, k% 7.15 mm, k& 4.36 mm. i
i 1 A, NA, RNNE; NERGEE 2 #, 1EJG
fisk 38, WK1+ 1 MG BJEEE 7 M (2+2+3
s NIEBE 8 M, 7T 4 MEERTATF 5 G PXT s
B, 19-19-17 4175 JEHE 150 M ALk —
g JB R 80 X o 1X— KA B RN X kAR
A (hEzE RITH £ =6 HikH
W H ) (REREEY (RERESELY) 2k
SR W BRI (I8, TR0 P iZ AR AR
AR R0
22 BFRGHT

ZFHLEX}, 3T p-distance HEANT T4
FllA] Cyt b P83 L 3R B 1R EE R (R 2D,
AHIF FER AR A5 7R 015 B 384 22 S e/
(0.029), SAH TP S 1 2R 0 IR 4k e g
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Tablel Information of samplesused in thisstudy
Wb KA PrAS GenBank & 35 VR
Species Localities Specimen number  GenBank accession number References
AR 4 Hebius vibakari [ %8 Anhui, China AHULJ210822 OP573253 AHEFT This study
w1 [E % JEIT Heilongjiang, China GP 1352 KJ685677 Guo etal. 2014
JoE AR ENE H. atemporalis  #F [ 7% Guangdong, China GP 1626 KJ685680
M JE B¢ H. boulengeri *[E 4% Fujian, China GP 2433 KJ685699
VYOUNIE 55 I H. chapaensis RS E 4 Lao Cai, Vietnam VNMN 06102 MH778702
FEEREEENE H. craspedogaster  *F ) %% Guangdong, China GP 1626 KJ685704
EE MR EERE H. johannis [ ZF Yunnan, China GP 897 KJ685708
R ERERE H. khasiensis 4fife) 554k Kachin State, Myanmar ~ CAS 221504 KJ685668
JEBEESEE H. modestus RS 7K & Vinh Phu, Vietnam MVZ 226514 KJ685709
J\£R 4k H. octolineatus 5%/ Guizhou, China GP1242 KJ685673
TSI 5 I H. optatus 1 [E 51 Guizhou, China GP1885 KJ685687
W g 4EE H. popei H [¥ ¥ B4 Hainan, China GP 63 KJ685705
4L Hg EE e H. venningi 24 34K #K Kachin State, Myanmar ~ CAS 233206 KJ685670
Xt B kY H. parallela *F [ Z ¥ Yunnan, China CAS 215036 KJ685666
S E4ENE H. sangzhiensis ' [E7#i 7 Hunan, China SYNU 08070350 MK340763
I B HEIE H. sauteri fFEPY )| Sichuan, China GP 864 KJ685706
h14JEHENE H. yanbianensis *HE P9 )1| Sichuan, China YBU 15018 MH532291
4 Outgroup
B Amphiesma stolatum  H7[E ) % Guangdong, China GP 2239 KJ685694
Pkl Herpetoreas platyceps  H [E 755, Xizang, China GP 2096 KJ685690

N

1 X£H

a. IEAHIIE: b SKAEWE: c kAWM d b,

a. General view of body; b. Left lateral view of head; c. Right lateral view of head; d. General view of ventral surface.

¥,

ZHAE ST LR K R I e
Fig.1 Hebiusvibakari collected from Lujiang County, Hefel City, Anhui Province
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K2 BT Cyt b ZREAGH KR ILIEEEIEE 52 W H R E R & BE B
Table2 Uncorrected p-distances among some species of genus Hebius based on Cyt b gene
PyFf Species 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 15 16 17

1 ZHFFT This study

2 ZRIVJEHE ke
Hebius vibakari

3 SR

H. sangzhiensis
4 kR BERE Y

H. sauteri

[pEsdi-kd
H. optatus

I\ NG B
H. octolineatus

7 Hhib sk
H. yanbianensis

0.029

0.067 0.072

0.079 0.089 0.081

W

0.133 0.133 0.127 0.133

(=)}

0.124 0.131 0.127 0.137 0.055

0.134 0.134 0.127 0.129 0.069 0.062

© HE ok -

BRMBILEELE (140 (138 0.149 0.135 0.126 0133 0.130
H. atemporalis

9 PRI 0.144 0.144 0.144 0.153 0.122 0.116 0.123
H. boulengeri

10 B e 0.141 0.137 0.145 0.154 0.121 0.113 0.120
H. popei

11 TS e 0.144 0.139 0.149 0.148 0.122 0.113 0.121
H. modestus

12 R EEE 0.149 0.144 0.146 0.158 0.140 0.130 0.139
H. khasiensis

13 Xt et 0.138 0.132 0.146 0.137 0.133 0.130 ".133
H. parallela

14 MR 0.126 0.123 0.134 0.129 0.143 0.136 0.139
H. johannis

15 FatHanEE 0.144 0.139 0.147 0.131 0.126 0.137 0.131
H. craspedogaster
M3l

16 I RENE 0.153 0.154 0.164 0.153 0.149 0.145 0.156
H. chapaensis
4

17 AidLHI e 0.155 0.155 0.154 0.152 0.154 0.143 0.160
H. venningi

0.152

0.138 0.024

0.145 0.050 0.045

0.152 0.091 0.094 0.071

0.123 0.119 0.112 0.124 0.130

0.153 0.151 0.153 0.150 0.158 0.152

0.143 0.155 0.155 0.136 0.155 0.131 0.144

0.157 0.163 0.158 0.157 0.161 0.143 0.167 0.156

0.167 0.168 0.164 0.163 0.166 0.150 0.168 0.165 0.061

fu b 2 T8 (A3 A% 22 570 0.067 ~ 0.155. 7R
FiRALRE (ML) MERRZ KBRS, K
H R Ll XX AR AR 1 26 5 AR 0 B e A 2R
CZFREER 99%, K 2), ML R,
KR RFIBIRG SEE . 72 Iy
MR, BTHT 2RISR R LRET
TEASHIWT, $E KA B R X i SR A
NG I .

3 i
70 5 e R 5 bR A P S H AR (Boie

1826), #An T EZARIL. w5, R2 Bz
RHXATH A A S DU S KB
(Boie 1826, van Denburgh 1923, Toriba 1986,
BURE 20060, 4 E BR H AR ORI B 52 A
21t # 5% (IUCN Red List of Threatened
Species) & AN 5 fE 2% (vulnerable, VU) (TUCN
2021) o AR SCHARE AE 22 BAE R 1 i X R I 2R I
(1RGP s 2 MNP AR £ X7V s TR(EN S I RIN
Flo TSN ZRUE A Fid AT, a2 Ko
L X AR e S o 2R P IR e AE A Va8 )
K, REAERERRARIE=4 LM A6 X E
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KJ685677 ZRILfE4E Y Hebius viabakari

90

99
— OP573253 ZAH5% This study

84

MK340763 FHEEERE H. sangzhiensis

KJ685706 kiR fG455M H. sauteri
KJ685687 MSUREEWE H. optatum

—136 194
99

20

KJ685708 ¥ M4k ke H. johannis
KJ685673 )\£k %%y H. octolineatus
MH532291 £ 4%k H. yanbianensis

26

KJ685704 5545 RE H. craspedogaster

54

98

99

100

yi

KJ685680 Tt 4k H. atemporalis
KJ685699 [ JE 54k ke H. boulengeri

10%]685705 WX R S50 H. popei

KJ685709 EREIE 4% M H. modestus

KJ685668 £Vl 4%Mye H. khasiensis

KJ685666 XUt M5 4kEke H. parallelum
. — KJ685670 4L EEkE H. venningi

————— MH778702 Yo HIE SN H. chapaensis

KJ685694 455 kYE Amphiesma stolatum

0.05

KJ685690 -3k f5i 4k Herpetoreas platyceps

B2 HET CytbZEFREEIHRRUREMENRILEERERIVOMNRARERR
Fig. 2 Phylogenetic relationships of some species of genus Hebius constructed by the

maximum likelihood method based on Cyt b gene
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Fig.1 Yellow-browed Bunting (Emberiza chrysophrys) photographed in Luqu County,
Gansu Province
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