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A Preliminary Study of Breeding Behavior of Cliff-nesting
Oriental Pied Hornbill in the Karst Forest
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Abstract: Oriental Pied Hornbill (Anthracoceros albirostris) has been listed as a critically endangered species
in China because of its decreasing population and small range. The breeding ecology of Oriental Pied Hornbill
in China is poorly known. We observed the breeding behaviors of a couple of Oriental Pied Hornbill in karst
forest, during 2019 and 2020. They built their nest on a steep limestone cliff between April and July. The
incubation and nestling period were estimated about 35 and 55 days, respectively. Two nestlings were
successfully fledged in each year. Male mainly fed fruits of figs to female and their nestlings. There was no
obvious feeding peak by male in day. Our results implied that Oriental Pied Hornbills had adapted the karst
habitat in breeding behavior.

Key words: Oriental Pied Hornbill, Anthracoceros albirostris; Breeding behavior; Diets; Karst forest

SEBER & (Anthracoceros albirostris) /)& SR FA T 2 A A R AT T R S A R AR AR
TR S H (Bucerotiformes) & &2 %} (Bucerotidae) FIRAEM (FFE 2017). AT EERMEEEE
PLEREYE, oA TENEALE . R EAIERE BONREE, TUCN UK B R 1 b e

HEWE HEERAAREREETHH (No. 31870370 ;
* JAWAER, E-mail: aiwuu@163.com;
B—EENMR WK, &, WA BRI T ASIFEES Y E-mail: 2394880518@qq.com.

WA H i 2020-08-27, 1&[EI H#H: 2020-11-23  DOI: 10.13859/j.¢jz.202102011



+ 256+ =245 Chinese Journal of Zoology 56 4%

(least concern, LC) 24| (BirdLife International.
20160, jeb DR 5 78 v [ 1) A OB A, Bl
BEWD, CHEFINIIE (critically endangered,
CR) 2y CEENIZE 2016) FEZK I 4 5
RIS RS G Z AT
PEF AR AR MR 2 (R RUAESE 1983, F AR
2011)« T AR A A AR S R U b, el BT o
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Fig. 1 Breeding records of Oriental Pied Hornbill nested on limestone cliff in karst forest
(Photo by WEI Zhong-Xin)
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a. Nest habitat (Red arrow shows nest site); b. Nest site on the cliff wall; c. Feeding male; d. Nestling just left from its nest.
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Fig. 2 Diet composition of Oriental Pied Hornbill
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