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Research Satus of the Sillem’s Rosefinch Carpodacus sillemi
and the Tibetan Rosefinch C. roborowskii
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Abstract: As a pair of sister-species, the Sillem’s Rosefinch (Carpodacus sillemi) and Tibetan Rosefinch (C.
roborowskii) are two endemic birds with limited distribution in the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau of China. Since they
were discovered and described, knowledge of the biology of the two birds has been very limited with scarce
studies and reports, and the Sillem’s Rosefinch is one of the least known birds in the world. Based on the
existing literatures, and data obtained from our own field observations, we summarized the taxonomy,
distribution, breeding biology of these two species here. Furthermore, with a preliminary comparison of the
juveniles of both rosefinches, we supported the previous taxonomical proposal of both species belonging to
the genus of Carpodacus. We encourage more Chinese ornithologists to do researches on this pair of highest
altitude living sister-species in the future.
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Fig. 1 Theadult male Tibetan Rosefinch Carpodacus roborowskii feeding the juvenile (a) and juvenile Tibetan
Rosefinch (b) (photo by ZHANG Guo-Ming at Ela Shan pass, Xinghai county, Qinghai on 21st August, 2018)
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Fig. 2 Photos of paratype specimen of the Sillem’s Rosefinch Carpodacus sillemi (juvenile male), lateral view (a),
and dorsal view (b) (photo by Dr. Pepijn Kamminga from the Naturalis Biodiversity Center, Leiden, Netherland)
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B3 WLRENRERES RS
Fig.3 Theadult maleand female of the Sillem’s Rosefinch Carpodacus sillemi and Tibetan Rosefinch C. roborowskii
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a. Adult male Sillem’s Rosefinch, Photo by ZHONG Hong-Ying at Yeniugou Valley, Golmud, Qinghai on 3rd June, 2020; b. Adult female Sillem’s
Rosefinch, Photo by WU Jia-Wei at Yeniugou Valley, Golmud, Qinghai on 3rd June, 2020; c. Adult male Tibetan Rosefinch, Photo by YANG
Xiao-Nong at Ela Shan Pass, Xinghai County, Qinghai on 23rd July, 2017; d. Adult female Tibetan Rosefinch, Photo by YANG Xiao-Nong at Ela

Shan Pass, Xinghai County, Qinghai on 24th July, 2019.
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