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Fig.1 The location of the habitat that those Purple Swamp inhabiting
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The yellow dot-line is to delimit the range of the habitat and red dots to indicate the small areas where the adult birds with chicks observed.
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Finding the Colony of Purple Swamphen ( Porphyrio porphyrio) at Amoy of SE China
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In 1866 and 1868, Robert Swinhoe reported two records of the Purple Swamphen ( Porphyrio porphyrio) at

[1,2]

Amoy, now the Xiamen city, in S Fujian Province by SE Chinese coast . Then, since there were no

subsequent records of the species from Xiamen after Swinhoe, his report was challenged, leaving a tangle for
more than a century fa-o,

The situation became a bit clearer in the 1990s when Tang and others reported the skins of the species that
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they collected at Changle in the 1960s and at Fuzhou in the 1980s 197 " and, soon after, a small flock of the
bird was found at Haifeng of E Guangdong 1 Two different positions on the classification of those birds in S
and SW China then emerged, with some people suggesting that all the Purple Swamphen occurring in Fujian,
Guangdong, Guangxi, and Sichuan might be the subspecies Porphyrio p. viridis "', whilst others thought that

only those birds in Fujian and Guangdong might be identified as the subspecies Porphyrio p. viridis and all other
birds occurring in Guangxi, Sichuan, and Yunnan the subspecies Porphyrio p. poliocephalus ''* '

In early March 2012, we found a colony of the Purple Swamphen at Xiamen, being of some 30 birds
inhabiting in a wasteland of about 0. 44 km’ of its area. This area used to be fish ponds and water lilies, and
was requisitioned a few years ago by the local government but no further use has been made of the land. We
then recognized about 10 breeding pairs there, and, later on, observed about 20 chicks in total.

The known range of the Purple Swamphen in China has recently increased greatly, with at least 100 birds
observed in winter 2005 — 2006 at Hong lake on the north bank of the Yangtze river in Hubei province of central
China, and a single bird found in Shanghai in November 2008. In Yunnan, the Purple Swamphen has now
colonized almost the entire province, with the highest-altitude record at over 3 200 meters in NW Yunnan. We
therefore propose that more studies should be conducted on the possible ways that the species has expanded its
range, both virtually and potentially, and on how the bird could have survived in rather limited areas along the

SE Chinese coast by rather small populations, together with to give a more careful and proper identification on

the subspecies of the bird that nowadays widely spread almost in the whole southern China.
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