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The New Breeding Range and Subpopulations of the Oriental Sork
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Abgract : The Orientd Sork ( Ciconia boyciana) used to be thought breeding mainly in rorth Far Eag regon
induding NE China and the far eagern Russal' . Whereas from the beginning of the 21 certury ,casesof neding
fort of the dork were successvely reported from eagern and centra southern China ,the regon that congantly holding
nog of the wintering individuas of the bird™ ® with the locdities of the Yellow River estuary in Shangdong by the
Yellow Sea, Geoyou and Defeng of N Jiangsu ,and ,dong the lower branch of the Yangize River such asa Wangiang in
SAnhu and a& PRoyang, Yugan ,and Jinxian of the SE part of Royang lake in N Jiangd! ™1

At the Yellow River eguary ,one par of the gork found neding on dectricity pylon in 2003 ,then ,2 pairsin 2005
and 7 pairsin 2006. In 2007 ,16 nesswerefound and in totd of 48 chicks observed hatched and well raised ,then ,in
2008 ,15 parswith 42 or 43 raised chicks at lead.

Asit is reported that ,during 2004 - 2006 ,in totdl of 11 negs of the dork ,d 9 built on top of dectricity pylons
(over 45 m high) ,were found a Wangjiang of S Anhti™! whereas,due to human disturbance ,only with 12 chicks
could virtualy get out of the negs!™ ™.

The Orientd Sork found as summer reddents around Royang lake was in 2002 ,with 13 birds recorded ,then 25
birdsin 2003 . In 2004 ,2 pairs of the gork found neing on pylon with 4 chicks raised. In 2007 ,5 pairs were
found neging on pylon at three locdities (counties) ,Poyang , Yugan ,and Jinxian ,of the southeastern area of the lake,
with 13 chicks getting out of the nedsin sfety and 2 other chicksfaling down onto the ground then being trangerred
to Nanchang 200 for captive raisng. Then ,in early March 2008 ,\we found 3 pairs garted neging on pylon & Royang
and Jinxian and observed hirds mating in the nest ,but ,due to human digurbance ,only 4 - 5 chicks from 2 negs were
successully raised.

Infact ,10 years have passed snce thefirg atempt of one pair gork found neging on eectricity pylon in Taiwan
in 1998 ,sowing the hird garted trying to breed in relatively lower |atitude regon of Eas Asawhere higoricdly being
the wintering area of the bird ,and we thought that until now two new breeding subpopulions o the gork might hence
be properly recognized being etablished ,one a the Yellow River eduary and one dong the lower branch of the
Yangze River with a remarkable characteridic thet al the birds in the two subpopulations are to prefer negting on
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pylons ,and they did it quite well ,if there is no human d gurbance.
Acoording to the lates factsheet on the Oriental Sork quite recently issued by Birdife Internationd ,the whole

world population of meture birds of the gork is currently edimated to be of 1 000 - 2 499 indvidudsonly , ,number
o each new subpopulation isto reach to 1 % of itsworld population with the whole breeding range o the bird formerly
edimated of alout 474 000 knt ,much outhward extended.
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