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Abstract: With limited population size in the world, the Black Stork (Ciconia nigra) is listed as the First Class
State Key Protected Wild Bird in China, and it is urgent to know more about its breeding biology and
strengthen the protection measures for the recovery of this rare bird. The Saihanwula National Nature Reserve
in Inner Mongolia is an important breeding habitat for the Black Storks. During 2012 to 2015, we worked on
observations of the breeding of two nesting-sites of the Black Stork. On 14 May of 2012, the first nest was
found with four eggs during incubating period, four hatchlings were found in June and they stayed in the nest
until the end of August when successfully fledged. The storks used the same nest-site in 2013 with five eggs
were found in April and one hatched in May, the incubation period lasted 33 days, however, the other eggs
disappeared for unknown reasons, and the predation from snakes might be the disturbance factor. In 2014, we
found another nesting-site in August with three sub-adults exercising flying and all the birds left the nest
successfully. The storks used this nest-site in 2015 again with four hatchlings were recorded, but the chicks
dead of bad weather in June. Altogether 7 Black Stork chicks were successfully grown up in the four years,

indicating that the reserve should be a good breeding site of the bird. This study provided basic data for the
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subsequent study of this rare bird and planning habitat protection measures.
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Table 1 The reproductive performance and nest utilization of Black Stork
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5 Nest . Number of  Hatching number of ~ Number of flights
Year Date and status of discovery . . .
eggs (eggs) chicks (ind) (ind)
A GREFFRRIXD 2012 201245 A 15 H, ELERFH 4 4 4
A (Rongsheng Eggs are being incubated on 15th May 2012
Forestarea) 2013 2013 4 3 /1 25 ARl Eosdinhe, FFAASLAL 5 CEITHEES 0
Circled over the nest starting nesting on 25th March 2013 4 eggs disappeared)
2014 ﬂif[“iﬁ Unused 0 0 0
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BUKZIIAKIX) 2014 2014 4E 4 H 24 H IEAE 5 # Nesting on 24th April 2014 — 3 3
B (Qingyunshan 5415 50154 5 [ 8 [ iEE#25 Incubating on 8th May 2015 — 4 0 (BT
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Accidental death)

—. AREMDF]E N GRLE. —. The number of eggs in the nest cannot be observed.
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Fig. 1 Nest position of Black Stork at Rongsheng forest area (A nest, left) and Qingyunshan forest area (B nest, right)
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