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First Record of Interstitial Nemerteans of the Genus Ototyphlonemertes

(Enopla: Monostilifera: Ototyphlonemertidae) from China
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Abstract: The nemertean genus Ototyphlonemertes includes small and slender nemerteans that inhabit the
interstitial spaces of marine sands. They are known to occur all over the world, but have not been reported
from China seas. Recent years, we collected Ototyphlonemertes specimens from intertidal coarse sand in
Qingdao (36°03'N, 120°21'E). After being relaxed with 7.5% MgClz, specimens were observed and
photographed under microscope. Two species, O. dolichobasis Kajihara, 2007 (Fig. 1) and O. martynovi
Chernyshev, 1993 (Fig. 2), were identified by morphological studies. Present specimens of O. dolichobasis,
which was characterized by an extremely long stylet basis and was previously known only from its type
locality (Otsuchi Bay, Iwate Prefecture, Japan), have a larger body size, and a smaller central stylet and basis

than those in the original description, but the ratios of “basis length / basis width” and “central stylet length /
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basis length” are the same as in the original description. Except being smaller in body size, the present O.

martynovi specimens are well accordant to the original description. The head bristle formula of present

specimens, like that of the type specimens from Peter the Great Bay, is different from O. cf. martinovi from

Van Phong Bay, Vietnam. Present specimens are deposited at Institute of Evolution and Marine Biodiversity,

Ocean University of China.
Key words: Nemertea; Ototyphlonemertidae;

martynovi; New geographic records
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Fig. 1 Ototyphlonemertes dolichobasis Kajihara, 2007
a. BEUKANE; b kBB o HUARTER CIFHOW, v, SERERSPEE); d B8R o WX (R, HEkPrRR-Fere); £ -F
H#E; g X KD

a. Photograph of a complete specimen; b. Enlargement of the head; c. Anterior body region of a squeezed specimen showing the arrangement of internal
organs, arrows point to statocysts; d. Central stylet and basis; e. Micrograph of cerebral ganglion (squeezed specimen, a statocyst is arrowed); f.
Statocyst. g. Intestinal region (squeezed specimen).

ac. WIHT=E; ba. £FJE: cg. MIMEAT: cs. F4t: in i In. MIME: me. Wh=E; ov. BIE; pe. WIE=E: pd. WIBE; sl “FiA: st. B.
ac. Anterior chamber of proboscis; ba. Basis; cg. Cerebral ganglion; cs. Central stylet; in. Intestine; In. Lateral nerve; mc. Middle chamber of

proboscis; ov. Ovary; pc. Posterior chamber of proboscis; pd. Proboscis diaphragm; s, Statolith; st. Stomach.
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Fig. 2 Ototyphlonemertes martynovi Chernyshev, 1993
a. BARIE: b, BAEER: o ki UEf, #R kMBS AD: d WIEFR (ERD; e FHZE.
a. Photograph of a complete specimen; b. A live squeezed specimen; c. Enlargement of the head, arrows showing the distribution of cirri; d. Stylet
region of proboscis; e. Statocyst.
ac. W= ap. BIEFTEREIEN: ba. EFFE: of SKkif: cg MRPZARAT: s, TF: cso. M&AR: in. [ me. WIhE; pe. MIJEE: sc. F
Hrge: sl FHA: st B
ac. Anterior chamber of proboscis; ap. Accessary stylet pouch and accessary stylets; ba. Basis; cf. Cephalic furrow; cg. Cerebral ganglion; cs.
Central stylet; cso. Cerebral sensory organ; in. Intestine; mc. Middle chamber of proboscis; pc. Posterior chamber of proboscis; sc. Statocyst; sl.

Statolith; st. Stomach.
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