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Hibernation Cave of Ichthyophis bannanicus Found First Time in Field
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Abstract: Five hibernated Ichthyophis bannanicus (including adult and sub-adult) were found out in four
caves first time in Guangxi during the field survey carried out from December 2012 to February 2013. This
species chose stream bank and gentle slope of hill near water surface at 0.51 - 5.23 m in distance as their
overwintering place. The constructure of hibernation caves used were simple with a depth ranged from
22.3 cm to 85.4 cm which either tunneled by themselves or abandoned by other animals. Generally, each
individual hibernated alone in in the shape S or circular. The body characters of the five |. bannanicus were
measured.
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Table 1 The measurement of hibernation cave used by Ichthyophis bannanicus

i 15 ik (m) e 5 HKUIEERS (m) KR (em)  IHZCHIE (em) 7N LHERIE (%)
Cave number Elevation Location Distance to water Diameter Depth Soil humidity
1 232 1%t Stream 0.74 2.44 223 26.4
2 225 % Stream 0.51 1.45 85.4 29.4
3 242 113 Hill slope 3.51 — — 24.4
4 259 1113 Hill slope 5.23 — — 229

“—7 FORR I F IR EAGERN E . “— means no measurement was taken.
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Table 2 Body measurement on hibernated

Ichthyophis bannanicus (n=5)

fR1E Body character &% s Measured data

{ATE Body mass (g) 6.99 +2.06
A1 Total length (mm) 190.00 + 26.99
A% Body width (mm) 7.44 +0.20
3 Head length (mm) 11.50 £ 1.45
3k Head width (mm) 6.89 £0.30
W) S — R

SﬁouﬁtﬁhftJifto fijrs{:j nuchal groove (mm) 8.09+0.56
3 3 55— ik

Sﬁiuﬁtﬁfjiigto _::c{(/)jnd nuchal groove (mm) 1149149
R Eye diameter (mm) 0.71 £0.29
ARMEJEE Interorbital distance (mm) 5.31+0.43
MR EL[H i Eye-naris distance (mm) 3.94+0.84
£ Naris diameter (mm) 0.47+0.20
£ Internarial distance (mm) 2.33+£0.29
W1 Snout length (mm) 4.54+1.46
JE1 Tail length (mm) 3.00+0.74
JE# Tail height (mm) 3.35+0.41
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