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Population of Scaly-sided Merganser ( Mergus squamatus) Wintering
at Huidong Baipenzhu Reservoir, Guangdong
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Abstract: Scaly-sided Merganser ( Mergus squamatus) is a typical indicator species of forest stream ecosystem
and rarely reported in large open water surface. A population of M. squamatus wintering in the Huidong
Baipenzhu Reservoir in Guangdong Province had been continuously monitored from Sep. 2007 to Mar. 2013.
The results are as follows: 1) M. squamatus arrived at the end of September and left in March of the next year,
they stayed here for 3 to 6 months; 2) the largest population size remained stable from 2007 to 2009 (31 in
each year) , but reduced year after year from 2009 to 2013 (only 12 in 2013); 3) Scaly-sided Merganser
mainly occurred nearby the Daluodong in the reservoir. Their active range was between 100. 01 hm”® and 180. 90
hm® where with large open water surface, cleaned water and less-disturbed by people. This reservoir is inside of
a nature reserve. The suitable environment effective management measures could be the reason for Scaly-sided

Merganser wintering here. We propose to indlude the Daluodong region into the core zone in the Lianhuashan-
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Baipenzhu Provincial Nature Reserve.
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Fig.1 The activities area of Mergus squamatus in Lianhuashan Baipenzhu Provincial Nature Reserve
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Table 1 Population sizes and home ranges of Mergus squamatus during 2007 —2013

I (- H-H)
Time (Y ear-month-date) a=Tae|
N
Time ER/4E S RIKC T e ind Activity area
. Recorded with the (ind)
First recorded Last recorded .

maximum
1 2007-11-25 2008-03-12 2008-01-11 31 180.90
2 2008-10-04 2009-03-28 2009-01-07 31 137.32
3 2009-09-29 2010-03-16 2009-12-24 22 112.09
4 2010-10-08 2011-03-20 2011-01-05 20 110.39
5 2011-12-11 2012-03-18 2012-01-18 13 100.01
6 2012-12-04 2013-03-10 2012-12-14 12 110.31
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