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Preliminary Observations on Respiratory Behavior of the
Yangtze Finless Porpoise in the Semi-nature
Aqueous Reserve

JIANG Wen-Hua YU Dao-Ping
Tongling Freshwater Porpoise Reserve Tongling 244161 China

Abstract Respiratory behavior of the mother and baby Yangtze Finless Porpoise Neophocaena phocaenoides
astacorientalis  have been observed in the semi-nature aqueous reserve from May 19 to June 18 2005. The mother and
her baby showed three characteristics in the way of breathe when the baby porpoise was less than one month in age

1 the angle of the baby porpoise’ s mouth above water is larger than its mothers’ 2 the baby porpoise kept close
to or lay on its mother' s back 3 the respiratory behaviors usually occur when they are in the middle of water.
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