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Observation on Diurnal Activity Rhythm of Yangtze Finless Porpoise
in the Semi-nature Aqueous Reserve during Spring

JIANG Wen-Hua YU Dao-Ping
Tongling Freshwater Porpoise Reserve Tongling 244161 China

Abstract The Finless Porpoise is a small-toothed cetacean species. The population inhabited in the Yangtze River is a
unique freshwater subspecies and is known as the Yangize Finless Porpoise  Neophocaena phocaenoides
astaeorientalis . It is recognized as endangered species by IUCN. A semi-nature aqueous reserve located in Tongling
City of Anhui Province is formed by an old course of the Yangize River with 1.6 km in length and long 200 - 220 m
in width. Five Yangtze Finless Porpoises had been introduced into the reserve since 2001 to establish a breeding
population for the purpose of conservation of the porpoise.

The diurnal activity rhythm of the 5 adult Yangtze Finless Porpoises have been recorded at the fixed point of bank
from February to April 2004. The results indicated that feeding playing moving resting and other activities accounted
for 62.5% 16.4% 10.7% 8.6% and 1.8% of the diurnal activity rhythm respectively during the study period. A
feeding activity peak was found at 8 30 — 16 30 and most playing and moving behavior were simultaneously occurred.
A resting peak was found for in the morning between 7 30 to 8 30. Yangtze Finless Porpoises spent much time on
feeding at the noon when the fish move actively and also food is provided then.
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Fig. 1 Behavior of Finless Porpoise in semi-nature aqueous reserve
a. b ec. d.
a.Feeding b c.Playing d.Moving.
2.2
5
3
62.5%
16.4% 10.7% 8.6% 8 30~16 30
1.8% 2
2.3 7 30~8 30 8 30~9 30 15 30

~16 30



48 "
16. 4%
62. 5% A 5h
10, 7%
8. 6%
1. 8%
O ##r Feeding WMITE Playing B #3) Moving
K B Resting HiAth Others
2
Fig.2 Time budget of diurnal active behavior of
Finless Porpoise in spring
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