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Breeding Ecology of Pseudorana weiningensis
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Abstract The breeding ecology of Pseudorana weiningensis was studies by the methods of observation at fixed-position
at regular time in field and at room from 1 Jan 2000 to 25 Feb 2005. The results indicate that great difference exists
between the breeding habit of P. weiningensis and the other two congeric species. 1 Usually breeding period of
P. weiningensis is mainly between the last ten-days of February and the first ten days of March. The average number
of eggs in ovaries is 345.7 n=10 and the number of eggs per clutch is 312.5 n =10 . 2 The eggs exist as
group. The average length width and height are 6.40 cm  3.90 ¢cm and 1.44 cm respectively. 3 Color at the
animal pole is dark-brown while the vegetative pole is light yellow brown. 4 The diameter of individual egg is
about 4.0 mm and the value with the exception of jelly coat ranges from 2.0 to 2.5 mm. 5 Hatching time is about
20 days in the lentic water at room temperature. The phase of the hatchling is heart beating stage in the natural
environment. It would take two years to reach sexual maturity. No hibernation can be found which is one of the most
important characters of breeding ecology of this species.
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