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Abstract The population size of Hooded Crane Grus monacha at their breeding site was conducted by ground and
aerial censuses in 2004 at Zhanhe River valley Lesser Xingan Mountains Heilongjiang Province. A total of 30
Hooded Cranes were recorded in the mean time 3 nests were located. From the territory defending behavior 2 pairs
of birds and 2 single Cranes were confirmed to be breeders. Moreover 13 were recognized as nonbreeders and the
breeding situation of 3 more birds was not able to determine. This survey confirms that the swamp of Zhanhe River
valley Lesser Xingan Mountains is an important breeding site for Hooded Cranes in China.
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Fig.1 Hooded Crane in the breeding area
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a. Breeding habitat of Hooded Crane; b. Hooded Cranes arrive the breeding area, in early spring; c. Nest site;

d. Incubation{ ¥ } and alert(Z'); e. Chick breaking; f. Adult, chick and egg.
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1
Table 1 Result of ground survey for Hooded Cranes
Date
month . day Location Number Note
4.29 44 2 1 128°04'10.7"E  48°14'51"N
4.16 14 2
5.6 7 14 2
1 1100 m 1 15 30
5.12 35 1+1 17 50 |
4.16~19 49 2 5 17 2 128°03'19.5"E 48°21'20.2"N
5.17 63 2 2
4.17 45 4
4.17 49 4 4
4.29~5.2 71 2 3 2 19.4 km
5.25 10 1 1 77 10 km
4.30 30 2 2 12.5 km
5.6 12 16 54 1 1
5.23 26 7 2+2 4
5.24 39 2 3 127°28'38.2"E 48°47'55.7"N
5.25 21 4
8.15~17 21 4+4 4 3 4 5B
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