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Terpsiphone paradisi incei at Badong County Hubei
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Abstract Breeding Ecology of Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi incei  was studied preliminarily at Yanduhe

Town of Badong County Hubei from May 2002 to August 2004. Its reproduction time is during the last ten days of

May to the first ten days of July. The birds built their nests on broadleaf trees’ twigs in residential area of the village.

The building materials include lichen grass blade grass stem palm fibre slender root tree auris spider web and

others. It takes 5 to 7 days to build a nest mostly done by females. The nests is 1.72 — 6.45 m above the ground .
The outside diameter of a nest is 6.0 — 8.8 cm the inside 4.9 - 6.4 cm  with 2.9-4.1 cm in depth and 6.3 -9.5

cm in height. The clutch size is 4 n =11 .The male and female begin to incubate in turn immediately after the last

egg is laid. Incubation lasts 13 days. Nestling are altricial and fed by their parents together the feeding period lasts

9 days in the nest. The reaction of Paradise Flycatcher is quite different when other animals approach their nest. The

defence behavior is violent when the minatory animals approach while approaching harmless animals are ignored. The

reaction of male and female are also different even facing similar threats.
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Table 1 The data of nests and eggs
Outer Inner Height of Depth of Height above i
Number diameter diameter the nest the nest the ground Number O.f i Status of the nest position
or nestling
cm cm cm cm m
02A 6.8x8.2 5.8x6.1 8.5 3.8 2.2 4 283 m
2.8m
02B 7.3x8.8 5.4%x6.0 7.7 4.1 2.55 1
02C 7.6x7.8 5.7%x6.3 7.5 3.0 2.14 4 2.9 m
02D 7.5x7.9  4.9x6.2 8.1 3.4 1.72 4 . 3-2m =
1.5m
02E 7.3%x7.5 5.5x6.0 8.8 3.5 2.06
02F 7.8x7.9  5.5x6.4 9.5 3.2 2.08 4 7m 17m
04A 7.2%x7.8 5.8%x6.0 6.5 3.5 6.45 4 Il m
04B 6.0x7.5 5.4%x5.9 8.0 3.5 1.78 4 12.2m
04C 6.8x7.7 5.4x5.9 9.0 3.8 2.24 4 2.5m
04D 7.0x7.4 5.5%x5.8 8.0 3.2 3.42 4 3.02'm
04E 7.2%x7.4 5.5%x5.8 6.5 3.1 2.28 4 5m
04F 6.8x6.9 5.4x5.6 7.1 3.3 1.88 4 1.76 m !
3.4 m
4G 6.6x7.6 5.5%6.2 6.3 2.9 4 4
22 m
3.3
2002 6 9 02A 3.3.1
4d 02A 9d n=6
19°C
0R2A 6
88.2% 20 2d 4.43 /h
1 6 27 1d
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Table 2 The relation of incubation period feed period and cumulative temperature
Changhaishan Lishan nature reserve  Tai’ an county Shandong Badong county Hubei
d 15«1 14 13~ 14 13
Incubation period -
d 11~12 12 11~12 9
Feeding period
BIOOC. C 2 000 ~ 3 500 2 500 ~ 3 500 3 500 ~ 4 000 4 500 ~ 5 000
Cumulative temperature
34 8

d 150
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3 2
8 min 33 s
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Fig. 3 The morphes of Asian Paradise Flycatcher
o EEAKMES; b, HERESD; o YR d SEEEZRE
a. Rufous morph male ; b. White morph male; c.The female is feeding; d.The white morph male is building nest
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