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Abstract In June 2003 the delayed plumage maturation in male White-bellied Redstart Hodgsonius phaenicuroides

was studied at the Lianhuashan Nature Reserve Gansu Province. The study found that sub-adult males could breed in

dull brown female-like plumage. Adult and sub-adult males have similar song structures and same nest and egg

characteristics of nest site nest materials clutch size egg color and egg size. Having measured 117 specimens

collected in the museum of Institute of Zoology we found that the wings and tail lengths of the adult males were

significantly larger than those of sub-adult males ¢-test P <0.001 . In the breeding season of 1930 the sub-adult

males accounted for 19% of 108 specimens collected at Dongling in Peking.
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Fig.1 White-bellied Redstart
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a. Sub-adult male; b. Adult male; ¢, Female
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Fig. 2 The sonograms of the songs of the male A and sub-adult male B
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