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Vocal Behaviors of Male Sand Martin ( Riparia riparia )
in Breeding Season

ZHOU Zhao-Min ZHOU You-Bing HU Jin-Chu ZHUANG Hua ZHU Wei CHEN Tao
(Institute of Rare Animal and Plants, China West Normal University , Nanchong 637002, China)

Abstract: Eight different sounds (threatening call, submitting call, distress call, alarm call and four kinds of song)
were recorded in Nanchong, Sichuan Province, in Sand Martin’s ( Riparia riparia) breeding season from March 2003
to April 2004. The characters of the calls were analyzed by computer technique. Biological meaning of every kind of
call was determined, by observing on behaviors of Sand Martin. The four kinds of single-calls were mostly frequent
during the breeding season. The four kinds of song were heard, when Sand Martins pairing and nesting since early
spring. Spectrographic analysis showed that there were only two kinds of short syllables in songs, but they made up
sentences, which had four or six syllables, by assembling and arranging. The total durations of singing were 3 184,
1030,1274,1 232 ms, the off times of them took 47% , 39% , 50% , and 48% respectively.
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