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Breeding Ecology of Red Turtle Dove in Nanchong, Sichuan, China

ZHOU You-Bing ZHANG Jing-Xia ZHANG Jun TANG Kuan-Jun HU Jin-Chu
( Institute of Rare Animal and Plants, China West Normal University , Nanchong 637002, China)

Abstract: The breeding ecology of Red turtle dove was studied in Nanchong, Sichuan from May to
November in 2002 and from April to September in 2003. The results showed that it settled in
Nanchong in April and began breeding in May. There were 6 factors affected nest-site selection. The
male and female nested together. The nest period was 7 or 8 days. They laid one egg every two or
three days. The clutch size was 2.21 £ 0.09 eggs/nest. The male and female hatched by tums,
every day had two interchanges. The incubation period was 11 or 12 days, the incubation ratio was
92.86% . Parent care lasted for 17 — 18 days and the nestling success was 100% . The breeding
productivity was 1.86. Red turtle dove aggregated in September and left in October.
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