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The Earliest Historical Record of Pisciculture in China and the
Author of an Ancient Guidebook to Pisciculture in China

YOU Xiu-Ling
( College of Agriculture, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310029, China)

Abstract: I challenge the two statements made by the author in the chapter of “History of Ichithylogy in China” of
“Ancient History Zoology in China”: (1) China is the earliest country to culture fishes in fishponds in the world, and
(2)Fan Li is the author of an ancient pisciculture guidebook. The book, L #3%1 4 (Fan Li Yang Yu Jin), the
earliest book on the pisciculture in the world, which dated back 2 400 years. The first statement by authors was based
on the phrase “#E B # (Zai Pu Yu)”, which was cited in the oracle bone inscription about 1 600 ~1046 B. C..
However, the word “[” stands for a swamp not a fishpond, therefore, the argument is not valid. The second
statement cannot be accepted because of (1) the author cited a guidebook for pisciculture mentioned in a dialogue
between King Wei of Qi and Fan Li, however, the dialogue was impossible to take place, because Fan Li was some
100 years older than King Wei of Qi, according to the historical records; (2) The guidebook mentioned “ﬁ';(Bie) s
a kind of soft-shelled turtle bred in fishponds by the name of “#§5F (Shen Shou)”. There were quite a few of one-
character or monosyllable words meaning “% ” but no two-character words like “# 5F” in pre- Qin (221 ~ 206 B.
C.) Chinese literature, but “#!<F” probably only appeared in the Chinese literature during the Han Dynasty(206 B.
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C.- 220 A.D.); (3) The complete name of the book is “Revered Tao Zhu’s Guidebook to Psiciculture”, in which

“Revered Tao Zhu” was a respectful appellation for Fan Li. According to the custom in traditional Chinese literature,

Fan Li could not to address himself as “Revered Tao Zhu” . In addition, I also found some minor errors in the use of

measures. Nevertheless, the Ancient History Zoology in China remains a monumental works even to date in China.

Key words: Ancient History Zoology in China; Revered Tao Zhu’s Guidebook to Pisciculture; Natural history
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