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An Investigation of Pathological Changes in Captive-bred
Microtus fortis
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Abstract: Bio-pathological changes in captive-bred Microtus fortis( as a laboratory animal) were observed. Forty-six
M fortis were divided into 3 different age groups and examined using standard pathological investigation techniques
combined with electron-microscopy. Results showed pathological changes were found mainly in the liver and lung and
were closely related to aging. Eight types of pathological change were found including individual cases of breast carci-
noema and cryptorechism. The electron-microscopic characteristics of breast carcinoma in M . fortis were different from
those in KM mice. Therefore, before establishing M. fortis as a standardized laboratory animal, it is necessary lo
carry out pathological monitoring to and screen out potential pathologens.
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