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Abstract: Observations on the mating behavior of Amur tigers were conducted in the Heilongjiang
Amur tiger Park, Harbin between November and December in 1999 and 2000. Based on the analysis
of 1693 copulations involving 16 individuals, of which 1 192 succeeded, this paper presented an
ethogram comprised of 16 individual behaviors and 7 social behaviors . Copulation typically occurred
over a duration of (6.50 +2.50)days. The mating frequency of different pairs varied greatly, from
49 to 113. Of these, the success rate was 70.41% . Resting after copulation typically preceded fur-
ther mating activity. The peak of copulation periods occurred between 8:00 - 10:00 and 16:00 -
13:00. The frequency of successful copulation peaked after three to five days of copulation. The fre-
quency of unsuccessful copulation was higher during the initial days of mating, declining gradually
thereafier. Before the first copulation, Amur tigers spent (20.24 + 12.85) minutes preparing for
mating. Each subsequent mounting was similar to the first one. The duration of each mounting va-

ried greatly (from 4.70 seconds to 6.31 minutes) . Each mating bout involved an average of (9.40 +
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4.60) copulations with an entire bout lasting for (12.67 + 3.05) minutes. Each mounting was

{10.09 £ 5.45) seconds.
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