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A Study of Nesting Habits and Behavior of Hoplitis pyrrhosoma
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Abstract: A four year field investigation of Hoplitis pyrrhosoma . Revealed that this species is an im-
portant native poliinator of Tetraena mongolica , an endangered plant. Hoplitis pyrrhosoma builds
nests by mixing earth and shredded leaves of Zygophyllum xenthoxylon , Zygophyllum mucronatum ,
Nitraria roborowskii , Reaumuria soongorica , Salsola arbuscule and Bassia dasyphylle , etc. Nests
are in plant stem, in holes and cracks which are found in brick, rock and earthen walls, etc. We
have even found nests in the bases of densely branching shrubs, fabric hanging in branches, black
plastic bags and horse dung. Furthermore, Hoplitis pyrrhosoma can nest in artificial boxes with hel-
low tubes. The sequence of nesting behaviour is roughly as follows: site selection and memorization
of site location , construction of the nest wall, reserving food and oviposition, sealing cells.
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F 1998 ~ 2001 SF B 5~7 B, EWEG
Ao EA KR FLENRET, £BR
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2.1.1 WEBAMHE XaOPAEREY
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Bl ( Nitraria spp.) £ ?Z’L‘ { Reaumuria soongori-
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TR 20 ~ 30 U, — MRS RS [E[2Y 3 he
224 HARD MRER HARORER
MBRE - ETHF, RSN ZG#HTH T
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