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Immunohistochemical Localization and Comparison on 5-HT Cells
in the Digestive Tract of Snakes
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Abstract: The presence of 5-HT cells had been investigated and compared by the anti-5-HT antiser-
um in the digestive tract of Najo naja and Zaocys dhumnades . Mucosa endocrine cells reacting spe-
cifically with the antisera to 5-HT were detectable throughout the digestive tract. In general, the
morphology of these cells was similar to the mammalian pattern. Oval cells were mainly in the oce-
sophagus and recium. The cells which had cell processes were most present in the stomach and small
intestine. The distribution of 5-HT cells in Naje neja was observed with the highest density in the
duodenum and rarely in the vesophagus. A great number of 5-HT cells in Zaocys dhumnades were
detected in the stamachus pyloricus, rarely in the rectum. In the small intestine and rectum, the
distributive density of 5-HT cells in Naja naje was similar to that of 5-HT cells in Zaocys dhym-
nades , namely, décreased from duodenum to rectum. Considering the feeding habit and life environ-
ment, the distributive mode of 5-HT cells was discussed, which Naje ngje and Zeocys dhumnades
were involved.
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Wi & i 5-7 4 B (5-Hydroxytryptamine , 5-
HT) R 5 P 044 B9 ) i ML 5-HT Wy e 41
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