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The Current Situation and the Pedigree Analysis of South China Tiger
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Abstract : South China tiger( Panthera tigris amoyensi) is on the edge of extinet. The wild individual
of tigers is rarely seen in the field. A total of 53 individuals of South China tigers are kept in 22 zoos
in China at present. The potential breeding ability of the 53 tigers have been limited because they are
kept in different zoos. It is a great waste for the precious resources . According to the pedigree,the 53
tigers can be divided into two groups, Shanghai branch and Guiyang branch. Tigers belonging to
Shanghai branch own excellent multiple-child gene while its descendants living ability are weaker.
Tigers belong to Guiyang branch have low child-bearing rate gene, but their offsprings have a stronger
ability to survive than those produced by Shanghai branch’s tigers. A gene bank should be estab-
lished for the Guiyang branch’s tigers because there are only 6 individuals available in zoos and
their gene has a good quality to be kept and studied . Age structure of the tiger population in zoos in
good . Adult and young ones compose 62.3% and 28.3% of the captive tiger population . Elder ones
which can not give birth only consist a small percentage in the captive tigers. A promising increasing
of captive breeding tigers can be predicted in the near future.
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