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Table 1 Parameters of eggs of the three herons
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Fig.1 The growth curves of the pestlings of the three berons
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ABSTRACT  This paper reports the breeding biology of Chinese Pond Heron , Little Egret and Black-
crowned Night Heron in Zipeng Mountains , Feixi County, Anhui Province in 1996 from April to Ju-
ly. The three species of herons collected food far away from the heronry before nesting. The males
courted the females by means of nuptial flight, displaying nuptial feathers, feeding and courtship nest-
ing. The three herons got the nest materials in different ways. They started incubation as soon as they
laid eggs, so the eggs were asynchronously hatched. Little Egrets and Blackcrowned Night Herons re-
inforced and enlarged their nests before the nestilings hatched. The food sizes of the nestlings increased
with the age of the nestlings. When the parental care periods lasted further, their parents locked for

food closer and closer to the nest areas.
=40, 065 =16 .0)

Weight growth of the nestlings was fitted by following modles;w = 205.10e ™ (0.065 for

Chinese Pond Heron, w= 323, 4¢ = ¢0-058¢) for Little Egret, and w=519. 3¢ (0047
for Blackcrowned Night Heron. The growth rates of the three species of nestlings were negatively relat-
ed to the body sizes.

The food Components of the nestling Chinese Pond Herons consisted of Olipochaeta, Crustacea,

—D.05Beit-5.6) =0 0d7elc-8 %)

Arachnoidea, Myriapoda, Insecta, Pisces and Amphibia, of which Pisces and Crustacea were richer.
Those of the nestling Little Egrets covered Crustacea, Inesecta, Pices, Amphibia, of which Pisces and
Crustacea were richer. Those of the nestling Blackcrowned Night Herons comprised Crustacea, Insec-
ta, Pisces, Amphibia, reptilia, Aves and Mammalia, of which Pisces, Amphibia and Crustacea were
richer. Nestlings and mice are reported as food of Blackcrowned Night Horen for the first time in
China. '
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