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Fig.1 Circadian actlvitles of Agkistrodon halys
— : ME T (fine to cloudy) ;- ; IR (sunny day)
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Table l' Record of activitles of Agkistrodon

halys in July
M 7A3H TR4H TASH
Date 3 Ty 4 Tup S by
HE BEC) gaor ) enmor [aec) maor
tme  ¥T) Nom.(nd)| €C) Mam(ad ) €€} Num ind.)
6:30 14 6 13 s J13.5 s
7:00 15 1 16 3 |16 2
7230 16 1 17 1 165 2
8:00 20 2 20 + |2z 3
8:30 23 14 23.5 1 |23 12
9:00 25.5 20 27 15 |26 14
9:30 27 35 275 16 [ 26.5 15
10:00 34 12 15 | 2 17
10:30 29 17 w15 | 30 17
11:00 28 20 3 6 | 30 9
11:30 28 16 32 s |3 6
12:00 27 14 3 3 |3 4
12:30 27 14 33 3 |32 4
13:00 27 14 33 2 |32 3
13:30 27 10 34 1 |33 2
14:00 27 9 34 2 |33 4
4:30 27 11 34 2 |22 4
15:00 27 15 30 10 31 6
1530 2% 17 2 16 |30 13
16:00 26 19 29 14 |28 13
16:30 26 20 2% 12 |z 15
17:00 25 13 11 |22 14
17:30 25 10 27 1w |2 12
18:00 24 9 25 8 |28 10
18:30 24 6 25 5 (25 7
19:00 23 L 23 4 |2 2
19:30 21 2 21 2 = 2
0:00 20 4 20 6 |19 5
20:30 19 9 19 g8 |1 7
21:00_14 1 13 2 [u 1
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Fig.3 Circadian changes of posture
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STUDY ON CIRCADIAN ACTIVITY AND ANTIPREDATION
BEHAVIOUR OF AGKISTRODON QINLINGENSIS

TAI Fadao LI Xiaochen ZHANG Fuxing FANG Rongsheng
{ Shanzi Normal University Xier T10062)

ABSTRACT Circadian activity and antipredation behaviour of Agkistrodon giniingensis are observed.
The time of activity peeks of Agkistrodon ginlingensis changes in different seasons. There are four ac-
tivity peeks during a day:8:30~9:30am, 2: 30~6: 30pm, dawn and dusk in summer. The activities
become more frequent before and after a rainfall. Postures of the snake change regularily everyday in
normal wheather. The snakes lie locsely before 10am, wind close together or several ones pile up from
10am to 6pm. One snake always coils clockwise. Behaviours of Agkistrodon ginlingensis when alarmed
include: contracting, shaking tail, stretching out its tongue, running away. Antipredation behaviours of
Aghistrodon ginlingensis include:opening mouth, showing teeth, biting, struggling, secreting sticky of-
fensive substance.

KEY WORDS Agkistrodon ginlingensis Circadian activity Antipredation behaviour
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