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DISTRIBUTION AND ECOLOGY OF CHINESE MONALS
IN BAISHUIJIANG NATURE RESERVE GANSU

ZHANG Tao

(Adminisiration Burean of Baishwijiong Natwre Recerve, Wenxian Gonga 746400)

ABSTRACT Chinese monals (Lophophorus lhuysii) are vegetative birds, they live in fo-
rests with little underwoods, meadows or bare rocky crests. According to the season, they
may migrate vertically. Ln winter they descended to the conifer broad-leafed mixed {forest
about 2000m above the sea level. Ln no-reproductive season, the monals formed small groupy
of §—9 pheasants. Active in the early moming and late evening, the monals slept in th,
canopies of conifer trees in the evenings. Camivores and birds of prey predated on the mo-
nals. Ln this study, the Chinese monals were only fcund in a narrow strip along the north
montane of Mt. Motianling. However, their density varied among habitats. In alpine shrubs
ahd meadows, there were 3.25 pheasants per square kilometer, 1.6 in submontane spiny
forests, but only 0.5 in conifer-broad leafed mixed forests.
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