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GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE STEPPE
LEMMING, LAGURUS LAGURUS

JIANG Wei ZENG Qiang ZHANG Lanying YANG Dongsheng
(Xingjiang Imstitnze for Endemic Disease Conerolling and Research, Urwmgi B30002)

ABSTRACT We weighed steppe lemming and measured their head length, body len-
gth, tail length and hind foor length from birth to 100 days old. Steppe Lemming op-
ened their eyes at the age of 10—12 days old, and began to looking for food by the

mselves at the age of 15—18 days old.

They were weaned at the age of 19—20 days
old and reached sexual maturity at the age of 45—60 days old.

Growth and develop-

ment of the lemming were divided into four stages: (1) suckling stage (birth to 15
day old), the lemming juveniles had highest growth rate but had ne hair over their
bodies, two incisors (M1 and M2) erupted during the period; (2) juvenile stage (16
to 30 day old), the juveniles started foraging on themselves, their sexual organs started
to grow and their molars erupted during this period; (3) subadult stage (31 to 60 day
old), their growth slowed down but no individual participated in reproduction during
the period; (4) adult stage (60 day old-), lemmings reached sexual marurity.

Key words

Steppe Lemming development
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