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THE CHINESE RHINOCEROS AND THEIR GEOGRAPHIC
DISTRIBUTION IN HOLOCENE

LIU Hongijie

' Geography Department. Svuch Chine Normal University Guangzhon 5308310

ABSTRACT Two species of rhinoceros . Didermocerus sumatrensis and Rinoceros sondaicus, had
been certainly confirmed being alive in China in Holceene epoch. In the last glacial epoch abont
ten thoursand years ago, the distributional rang of rhinoceros began to expand northward from
the trophic and subtrophie areas of Asia where they lived in the ice age. By the end of warmest
Atlantic climate epoch. that is 3000 years ago. the northern boundary of their distribution had
teached the southern part of the North China plain. Later on. the climare changed at least four
times with alternative warm and cold periods. However, the climate tendency of changes was get-
ting colder. Meawhile, nne more important change was the ever-rising and ever-strengthening
abilities of human activities and their pressure on natural environment. In addition’ the range of
agricultural civilization was guickly increased from the nlt';rth to the south. Under the combipative
stresses of human activities and colder climate . the rhindeeros' distribution ranges were continute-

Iy shrunk back to the south. Finally they disappeared from China in the early age of that century.
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