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OBSERVATIONS ON THE EPIDERMAL PLATES OF MIRACIDIA
OF SCHISTOSOMA HAEMATOBIUM

' LIU Zhong, JIN Liqun, YI Shiheng, L1U Beiyi

{Deperiment of Parasitology, N.Bethune University of Medical Sciences)

ABSTRACT A Chinese engineer who stayed in Africa was examed. In the arine, we
found the eggs of Schistosoma hoemaiobium. and made observarion on the miracidia of

blood flake.
The miracidium is pear-shaped, 0.108—0.140 X 0.050—0.061 mm. It is composed of
ciliated epidermal plates arranged in four tiers respectively consisting 6.9.4 and 3 plates.

There are three transverse, circular ridges, which separate the tiers from one another
to form the so-called anterior, median and posterior rings. On the anterior ring, there
are six sensory receptors sitoated in the dented place of the first tier. There are four re-
ceptors on eack side, two of them are close to each otker. On the median ring, there are
16—20 {generally 19} sensory receptors, Two excretory pores are observed, symmerrically
located between the plates of the chird tier.

There anr two lateral glands located on each side of apical papilla. Two groups of
receprors eachk, are arranged symmetriclly and are associated with a lateral gland opening.
The first groop coansist 2 large receptors and the second proup consist of 5 small nnes.
It is different from the observation of Eklu-Natey's.
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