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STUDIES ON ECOLOGY OF METORCHIS ORIENT ALIS
CERCARIAE (TREMATODA)

WANG Shoukun

(Depz. vf Animal Huskandry and Vererinary Science, Agricultural College, Fuzkou, Fajien 350002)

ABSTRACT The emerging period of the cercariae of Metorchis arienzalis Tanabe, 1921
from the positive snail Parafossarwlns strizules (Bensen) was naturally frem April to Octo-
ber in Fuzhouw, Fulian during a year. The Cercariae were emerged regularly from the ape-
rtura of the anus of the positive spails in the daytime and the number of the emerging
cercariae during 8-—14 hours were significantly higher than that in ¢he other “ime during
a day (P < 0.01). The peak of emerging cercariae was found at 12:00 o’clock. The cerca-
rize performed phototaxis in water. It were proved that the main factors affected on eme-
tging of the cercariae were light and temperature. The number of emerging cercariae
increased significantly when water temperature was increased. Lighting at nighe 21so could
increase the emergence of cercariae. There was a curvilineal correlationship between water
temperature and survival of the ceréariae, The suitable water temperature for the cercariae
emergence were ranged between 22—27°C. It took about 5 minutes faof.ithe cercariae to
attract and- enter the fish bodies Psewdsrasbora parva, the secondary intermediate host of
M. Orientalis.
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