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Notes on the Breeding Habits of the Buff throated Partridge
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Abstract: Breeding habits of Buff throated Partridges ( T'etrasphasis szechenyii) were preliminarily observed from 2005
to 2008 at Pamuling Monastery in Yajiang County Sichuan Province. The birds built nests in the tree and on the
ground, while 68% of the nests (n= 25) were in the tree. Most birds laid eggs in April and egg size was 2- 5 ( n
=9). The hatching success rate of 12 nests was 63. 89% . The female left nest once a day with duration of 63. 0%
22 6 min (n= 18) . Nestlings hatched in 24— 29 days ( n=4). Chicken weight neatly reached as heavy as the adult
in 156 day. The birds flew down from the roosting tree between 6:30 and 7: 00 and were back between 19: 00 and
19: 30.
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Table 1 Measurements on the nest of Tetraophasis szechenyii
Outer measurements Imner measurements
Parameters Depth
Length Width Length Width
Nests on the gromd (n= 7) 2. 7%1.8 27.6+1 3 17932, 1 16. 1+1.3 45%1.0
Ness in the tree ( n= 10) 2.4%3.0 21.9%2 5% 210%3.3 15.4%2.3 63%1. 0
** P<0.0L;* P< 005
3.1 , 59 mm) X (37.3*1.9) mm(34~ 42 mm) 12
, 3 7 , 63. 89%
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Table 2 Chickens growth of Tetraophasis szechenyii
Juveniles
(n=8)
150 150 days old 120 120 days old
Paramet ers Adults (Mean£8D)
1 2 1 2
Body mass (g 1084 81£89.6 (1010. 0~ 1250.0) 1050.0 1 100.0 900 0 950. 0
Total length (mm) 464 8144.9 (390.0~ 495.0) 445.0 420.0 4150 3%. 0
Wing length ( mm) 225 834, 1(220. 0~ 230.0) 212.0 207.0 2130 210. 0
Tail length (mm) 190 8+19.4 (177.0~ 225.0) 170.0 162.0 1850 170. 0
Rictus length (mm) 38 1£1.5(36.0~ 39.5) 3.0 33.0 370 ®.0
Culmen length (' mm) 26 9%1.7 (25 0~ 29.0) 26.0 25.0 27.0 26. 0
Tarsus length (mm) 60 31£9.0 (50.0~ 70.0) 8.0 55.0 60 0 9.0
Middle toe ( mm) 15.0 16.0
The number in parenthesis & the range.
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Fig. 1 Diurnal activity rhythm of Tetraophasis szechenyii family
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