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Anatomical Characteristics on the Skeleton of Cinereous Vulture

WANG Xia WEN Car Fang ZHANG Zr Hui
( College  Life Sdences, Capital Normal University , Bejing 100037, China)

Abstract: Skeleton of Cinereous Vulture( Aegypius monachus) was described and measured based on two specimens.
Its characteristics are the following: bill is elongated and heavy, wih the anterior end curing dowrward deeply; the
prefrontal is free and has a noticeable caudaly projecting supraorbital process; the keel is poorly developed; the
clavicle is U-shaped with a relatively large coracoid articular pad; the forelinb bone is distinctively longer than that of
the hindlimb, and the extensor attachment of metacarpal 1 is prominent; the tarsometatarsus is flai anteroposteriorly
and bears two less developed calcaneal ridges. Correlations between morphological characteristics and functional
adaptation were discussed.
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Table 1 Measurements of the skeleton of
Aegypius monachus
Male Female
Length of skull 147 150
Width of skull 79 &%
Length of scapula 118 120
Length of coracoid 108 113
Length of furcula & 2
Length of semum 173 185
Length of humerus 270 290
Length of ulha 340 360
Length of femur 142 147
Length of tibitarsus 205 210
Length of tasometat arsus 128 134
( ) Length of digit I 87 €2
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Anatomical Characteritic on the Skeleton of Cinereous Vulure (male)

1. Lateral view of skull; 2. Ventral view of skull; 3. Lateral view of semum, vertebral column and pelvi; 4. Ventral view of

furcula; 5. Poderior view of proximal tarsometatarsus; 6. Didal tarsometatarsus; 7. Pedal digits.

a. Premaxillary; b. Nasal; c¢. Maxillary; d. Prefrontal; e. Lachrymal; f. Jugal; g. Posorbital process; h. Quadrate; j. Palatine;

k. Pterygoid; 1. Basiphenoid, m. Vomer; n. Palatine process of the maxillary.



