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Habit of Tetraophasis obscurus in Mao County, Sichuan
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Abstract: We reported here the basic data on habitat, group size, diet component, egg size and incubation, predators,
and current satus of Tetragphasts obscurus in Mao County , Sichuan Province, China. Most of birds are actity in groups
with of 3 to 5 individuals in shrubs. They often make sharp calls just before raining. Plant leaves, flowers, seeds, and
roots are the major diet components for the birds. Nest is located either on ground or in trees, clutch size ranges from 3
to 5 with an average of 4. 2 eggs. Chicks came out after 27— 28 day of incubation and only females take the duty. The
population size has been relatively stable during the past twenty years due to the effective protection.
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Fig.1 'The distribution of 7. obscurus and T. szechenyii in China
A A The obsewvation area.
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Table 1 Encountering frequency of Tetraophasis obscurus at different habitat

Altitude Group Group size Encount ering Area Ind./ time

Habitat type /  *hm’®
& (m) () () fequewy () (wt) (/) )
3 000~ 3400 1 4 5 20 0.8 0.04
Sparse ©nifer wood
3400~ 3700 3 335 5 20 2.2 0.11
Shrubs
Meadow mne 3700~ 4 100 2 25 5 20 1.4 0.07
Rods 4100~ 4 600 1 3 5 20 0.6 0.03
2.3 6 6 30 |, R
; 13 ,
2
, 2 m ( Rhadodendron
, , spp.) ( Quercus spp.) 5
’ 3~5 )
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Table 2 The brooding parameter of Tetraop hasis obscurus
(d) () () (%)
Order Nest location Incubation period Clutch size Nestlings Incubation rate
1 On ground 28 3 2 66 7
2 21 5 4 80 0
On ground
3 28 4 3 750
On ground
4 In tree 28 4 4 100 0
5 In tree 21 5 4 80 0
6 28 4 3 750

In tree
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