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Preliminary Report on the Poyang Lake Breeding Subpopulation of
the March Grassbird in Jiangxi of Central South China

HE Fer2Qi  LIN Jiar2Sheng ~ HUANG XiadJiang" DONG Wen2Xiao~
(' Ingitute of Zoology, Academia Sinica, Bdjing 100101; ° Jiangxi Provincial Academy o Sdences, Nanchang 330029
» Shenzhen Bird Watching Society, Shewhen 518040, China )

The March Grassbird ( Locustella pryeri ), a Vulnerable Far East bird, used to be treated under the genus Megalurus and
considered with small population breeding in Japan and in the nartheastem part of China and mainly wintering around the Poyang
lake, N Jiangxi of the central south mainland China, with all the birds in China cansidered of the subspecies sinenss'™'" .

In summer season of 2002- 2003, same March Grassbirds were noticed occurring around the Poyang lake, then, in 2004, adult
birds were observed feeding the juveniles and leading them to fly, showing that that grassbird might also be a breeder around the
lake. In2007, under the suppat by WWE2 China Species Snall Grant, a survey was carried out, mainly fran mid2May to mid® June,
to the four counties, i. e. , Xinjian, Nanchang, Yugan, and Boyang, of the southern part of Poyang lake and found the bird widely
spread at the four localities.

March Grassbrds at Poyang are found mestly inhabiting in low lakeshore grasslands and nesting in grasses lower than 30 cm
from the graund, and the area might be well flooded when the water lever goes higher, so, if the flooding season of the year comes
earlier than mi@ July, it may greatly affect the breeding of the bird. Whereas, since almost no other birds could be found in this
specific habtat in the breeding season, density of the grassbird n ths area is much higher than counted in the no flooded areas
around the lake.

According to the studies on the bird in Zhalong NNR in NE China, the clutch size of the bird is 5- 6 eggs (nest number=

38)"" | the ane nest found on Chongming island near Shanghai is with 6 nestlings' !

,and the e nest we found at Poyang lake is
also with 6 nestlings.

Census wak undertaken on May 11- 15 to a grassland area, about 440 hectares i tatal, of the suroundings of Zhanbei lake
as well as sides of the road is of a result of 1238, 1 158, 1092, 1 015, and 960 birds of each day respectively, showing an average
decreasing rate of 51615% per day mplying the birds in the area might be in a transition of periods from mating display to nesting
and incubating.

In considering the fact that over 2P3 of the birds caunted are those displaying males, it might hence be properly calculated of
over 600 breeding pairs of the bird existing in that area, a density much higher than the birds reported at Zhalong of NE China and

1,12

on Chongning island near Shanghail'* . And, an estimate based m the results of our survey to more areas at the abovémentioned
four localities yields up to 5 000 breeding pairs of the bird occurring in the south part of Poyang lake.

The March Grassbird might be therefore considered being of three breeding subpopulations, in Japan, in NE China, and around
Poyang lake of the central S China, and the latter the largest. Far these birds quite recently found nesting on Chongming island at
the river mouth of Yangtzé ', if they can be treated as a separate breeding subpopulation is still to be further confirmed.

The new finding of the Poyang subpopulation of the brd might be to bring wih it a remarkable change to the knowledge and

understanding on the whole breeding range of the March Grassbird, and the status of threat of the bird might hence be r& assessed.
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