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The Gestation Length of Sunda Pangolin (Manis javanica) in Captivity
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Abstract: Sunda Pangolin (Manis javanica), a critically endangered species, has considerable variation in the
reported periods of pregnancy, and more evidences are needed to verify their gestation duration. Fourteen
cases of domesticated breeding were recorded in GFRI Pangolin Rescue and Breeding Base: nine births were
given by female pangolins which might be fertilized before arriving at the base (Fig. 1 and 2), one cub was
produced by a dam that might be pregnant pre-domesticated and died in the base (Table 3); one case
unidentified in or out pregnancy; and three complete pregnancies recorded from mating to parturition within
the base (Table 1), while two of them were second productions of the dams after arriving at the base.
According to our preliminary results we suggested that M. javanica gestation period range from 5 to 6
months.
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1 Fu gL RERgF
Fig. 1 F11 female pangolin and its cub

T 2016 4F 12 A 14 H, BFFILIHFAE 4.7 kg, HFHA 192d. AH 1.4 kg
Photographed on Dec. 14, 2016. F11 weighted 4.7 kg, the cub 1.4 kg and 192 days old.

B2 F16 BF L EHEEIALNF
Fig.2 F16 female pangolin breast feeding cub
#|T 20164 11 A 1 H, BEgEILFRE 52kg, 447 HE 120 d.
RE 1.2 kg.
Photographed on Nov. 1, 2016. F16 weighted 5.2 kg, the cub 1.2 kg

and 120 days old.
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Table 1 Recoded data of 3 pregnancies in the base

I M £ 5 6 18] P 1] X AR 470
2 o i . IR (D e
. GE-H-FD GE-H-FD GE-H-FD . . A oL
T .. . . . . Full or partial gestation
Dam ID Arriving date Housing together duration Giving birth date leneth Dam/Cub
(Year-month-date) (Year-month-date) (Year-month-date) ¢ current state
F3 2014-01-10 2015-12-18 ~2016-01-14 2016-06-25 163 ~ 190 & /E Alive/Alive
Fé6 2015-09-04 2016-05-16 ~2016-05-17 2016-10-18 154 ~ 155 & /E Alive/Alive
F8 2015-12-15 2016-10-10 ~ 2016-10-26 2017-04-15 171 ~ 187 AT Alive/Alive
K2 SEXREH4LBEBELFR
Table 2 Parameters of male pangolins in the breeding experiments
gy AR CGE-F-FD SR SRS SR AR (kg) OGBS
M:le D Arriving date Arriving weight Male pangolin weight when cohabited with
(Year-month-date) (kg) observed female (Mother ID)
M6 2015-09-16 5.7 6.0 (F3), 7.0 (F6), 7.0 (F8)
MS 2015-12-15 23 7.0 (F8)
Mi12 2016-11-09 8.9 8.5 (F6), 9.0 (F8)
MI5 2016-04-16 6.5 6.5 (F15)
R3 RFZEACHE 10 LM ST
Table 3 Ten dams’estimated gestation periods
oy e GE-H-HD FEAFEF ] CFE-H-ED N S e
ppggsy TR CGEA-R P R IR (0 BT A A L
Dam ID Arriving date Giving birth date Full or partial gestation length Dam/Cub current stat
@ (Year-month-date) (Year-month-date) i or partial gestation feng amyi-ub cutrent state
F4 2015-03-17 2015-08-18 154 SE/E Died/Died
F5 2015-09-04 2015-12-03 90 %/5t Alive/Died
F6 2015-09-04 2016-01-16 134 1#/4E Alive/Died
F7 2015-09-22 2015-12-25 94 5t/4E Died/Died
F9 2015-12-15 2015-12-21 6 St/5t Died/Died
F10 2015-12-15 2016-02-12 59 %/5t Alive/Died
F8 2015-12-15 2016-04-29 136 %/5E Alive/Died
F12 2016-01-18 2016-05-01 104 W& Alive/Alive
F11 2016-01-18 2016-06-05 139 WA Alive/Alive
F16 2016-04-16 2016-07-04 79 /1 Alive/Alive
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