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Preliminary Study on the Ecological Habit of Leishan Moustache Toad

(Vibrissphora leishanensis)
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Abstract: Leishan Moustache Toad (Vibrissaphora leishanensis) is a special species that mainly inhabits
nearby creeks at 800 - 2 100 m above sea level with the intact nature vegetation. They spend most of their
time in the habitat near creeks, dark and highly humidity. In generally, Leishan Moustache Toad finish their
matings and eggings by the end of November. Commonly, their mating behavior is easily observed in the
afternoon and at night. They lay eggs in cluster style and the males provide guarding in the nests with eggs.
No any hibernation and estivation behaviors were detected in the study area, or the hibernation and estivation
would be very short if they did have such behavior. It will take 3 years for their tadpoles developing to the
stage of froglets.
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Fig. 1 Habitat of Vibrissaphora leishanensis in Leigong Mountain area
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Fig. 2 Distribution diagram of Vibrissaphora leishanensis
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Fig. 3 Photographs of Vibrissaphora leishanensis in their nature habitat
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a. Male of Vibrissaphora leishanensis in the breeding season; b. Female of Vibrissaphora leishanensis in the breeding season; c. Egg clutches; d.

The habitat conditions; e. A tadpole just hatched out in early March; f. A tadpole hatched out 3 months; g. A tadpole spends its first winter at least;

h. Atadpole spends its second winter.
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Table 1 Measurements of Vibrissaphora leishanensis tadpoles (mm)

W CAFE-HD ek Kk fhE B RS A% WEE EiE Bk RE& " Hﬁ_i;&)ﬁ
Time (Year-month) TOL SVL BH BW SL MW 108 TD TL TH HLL
2016-3 18.06 5.80 2.86 2.86 1.34 0.98 1.26 0.87 12.26 1.95
2016-3 20.24 6.89 3.23 3.70 151 0.62 1.38 0.95 13.35 2.35
2016-3 19.92 7.07 3.26 3.37 1.59 0.73 153 0.81 12.85 3.13
2016-3 20.07 6.83 3.42 3.49 1.87 0.92 171 1.04 13.24 3.09
2016-3 21.26 7.14 3.34 3.18 1.67 0.95 1.64 1.07 14.12 3.53
2016-3 17.83 6.83 331 3.81 1.87 0.95 143 1.05 11.00 3.60
2016-6 88.64 29.33 16.21 17.66 7.55 7.69 11.06 7.35 59.31 18.27 2.26
2016-6 49.18 17.97 8.56 11.33 4.27 7.69 4.86 4.40 31.21 9.69
2016-6 56.51 17.73 7.64 11.45 3.81 5.00 4.45 411 38.78 8.93
2016-6 47.79 16.49 7.35 10.45 473 4.26 4.70 3.28 31.30 8.96
2016-6 37.86 13.23 5.78 6.78 3.89 4.34 3.71 2.13 25.63 6.61
2016-6 34.86 13.78 5.48 6.99 3.42 3.02 2.98 2.00 21.08 5.62
2016-6 30.63 11.43 4.63 5.84 297 297 3.02 1.79 19.20 4.81
2016-6 30.78 11.46 5.08 5.63 3.05 3.08 2.90 1.80 19.32 4.62
2016-6 32.07 12.68 5.52 6.32 2.93 3.21 3.52 1.93 19.39 4.96
2015-10 56.61 19.19 11.62 11.80 4.30 5.24 6.12 4.87 37.42 12.79
2015-10 85.96 29.45 17.76 18.39 5.50 9.45 9.27 8.40 56.51 17.89 3.56
2015-10 69.28 23.11 12.47 14.49 4.99 591 7.67 6.53 46.17 15.38 2.32
2015-10 4512 14.70 8.49 8.92 433 4.88 4.65 3.57 30.42 8.94
2015-10 47.65 17.65 10.25 11.22 5.37 5.09 4.76 4.07 30.00 8.98
2015-10 50.26 16.93 9.90 11.13 4.16 4.53 5.28 4.18 33.33 9.91
2015-10 48.34 18.31 10.92 11.29 3.93 5.68 5.67 4.55 30.03 9.86
2015-10 49.23 17.12 9.81 10.99 3.68 454 4.58 423 3211 10.46
2015-10 48.28 18.47 9.78 11.27 5.33 5.06 5.53 4.65 29.81 11.06
2015-10 39.31 14.85 7.94 8.71 3.89 4.27 4.01 2.84 24.46 8.98
2015-10 51.97 18.81 10.81 11.69 4.49 5.08 5.49 3.72 33.13 10.80

TOL. Total length; SVL. Snout-vent length; BH. Body high; BW. Body width; SL. Snout length; MW. Mouth width or oral disk; 10S.

Interocular space; TD. Diameter of tail muscle; TL. Tail length; TH. Tail height; HLL. Length of hind limb or hind limb bud.
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Fig. 4 Photographs of Vibrissaphora leishanensis’s in their nature habit in winter and summer
a. BFRETEME (3): b1 ALERFAIEIANME (3): c.2 AERPAFRIAE (8): d ZHFEAME (8.

a. Walking in summer (3); b. In the nest in January (&); c. In the nest in February (3); d. Female in summer (3).
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