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Abstract: Himalayan griffon or Himalayan vulture (Gyps himalayensis) is almost endemic to China and it is
relatively rare in neighboring nations. It is known to people as a mysterious highland raptor species. Few
were known about their living cycle. The Vulture is preference to nest on the cliffs (elevation from 2 400 m to
4 800 m), it is very dangerous to climb the cliff to observe the reproductive process. From April to September,
2014, we tried to find and monitor the nest with domestic micro air vehicle (MAV or UAV monitoring) in the
middle of Tianshan Mountains. We also used the route search method and behavioral scanning method,

conducted habitat surveys, nest number statistics, analysis of nest material, egg or young number count,
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nestling growth and development, reproduction cycles, diet and food analysis. Most of vultures built their

nests on the southern slope facing the sun (78.6%, n = 112). The nest materials were consisted of mainly fine

reeds such as Poa spp., Stipa spp., Agropyron cristatum, Elymus sibiricus and that was rather different from

that of other raptors. The clutch size is only one (n = 21). Breeding cycle included nest building from January

to March, egg laying from January to April (different times), egg sitting from January to June, and nestling

leaving the nests from July to October. Chick raising lasted as long as 3 - 5 months, and the longest being 6

months (hatching in March, leaving nest in September). That was relatively long indeed.
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Table 1 The nest data of Himalayan vulture in the central Tianshan Mountains, Xinjiang

iy A5 R (m) Lo A L A L R
No. Location Altitude (m) Direction Nest count Breeding season Habitat selected
JLHE ~ [ -
A-l AR 3100 ~ 3 200 H South 11~16 =87 FPLBRE
Duolan Daban Jan. to Aug. High bare rock, cavity
53 i) ~ BRI BT &
A2 B 3 050 ~ 3 200 QLD 5 2~9H BRSO S
Bakexinggou South-west Feb. to Sep. CIiff with grass platform
D3 4 S - Ll HRE 60° ~ 70°
A3 L X 2 800 ~ 3 100 H (R 70 2~8 11 HATH R 60°~70°)
Bakexinggou South-west Feb. to Aug. Bare cliff (slope 60° ~ 70°)
I %A ~ AR 7 B
B-1 &k u*i'E 2700 ~ 2 800 KM -3 1~7H BALMRKT T R
Tahehati East-south Jan. to Jul. Spruces across the wall
BB ~ S BERE
B-2 ke 2580 1k North 5~38 2=7)] IR
Tasisalai Feb. to Jul. Spruces edge cliff
TR < R
c1 il 2500 ~2 700 1t North 9~12 o R
Chahannuoer Give up Cliffs in mine area
W ~ Y Y °
D-1 y.%'ﬁ,;a 2500 ~2 600 M4 South 5~6 2~8 FIBLELM (BUE >70°)
Yingsike Feb. to Aug. Sunny meadow (slope > 70°)
ol ~ HubE (BJE > 70°
D-2 SN 2500 ~ 2 600 P South 5~7 3-8 Ak CRJE = 70°)
Yingsike Mar. to Aug. Cliffs (slope > 70°)
F N ~ O o
D-3 R 2500 ~2 600 i South 2~4 2-8/1 kB
Yingsike Feb. to Aug. Sunny grass (slope > 70°)
5 1y B S I B
D-4 HRiT 2500 ~ 2 600 3 South 2~3 1~37 | N
(Yingsike) Jan. to Aug. Cliffs near forest edge
Sy ~ R OB °
D-5 %’ﬁ,ﬁ 2700 F4 South 2~3 2~8J] "ﬂ;w G >70°)
(Yingsike) Feb. to Aug. CIiff gap (slope > 70°)
P - Ny
E-l Rt 3000 ~ 3 200 i South 10~ 12 2~8R iR
Langtagou Feb. to Aug. Smooth cliffs
vy P - +:l‘
G EEIE T G0 2700 7 West 2-4 2-8/1 et
Bayinbuluke Feb. to Aug. Steep slope

* “TUFE” ATRERE T ML T R BUR T K. * “Give up” may be due to interference by mine with blast.
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Table 2 The breeding data of Himalayan vulture in the central Tianshan Mountains, Xinjiang in 2013

L YA HrUME U
S . - . 2 SRLIN )
- bR . ) (em) (em) K (em) 7 IR H 52 )
i LIRE (g ) ) Date of
(H-HD . Inside Outside Depth of Lay eggs Date of .
No. Young weight . K . . leaving
Date (Month-date) diameter of diameter nest period hatching the nest
nest of nest
A-1-1 4-15 164 35x48 80 x 100 7 3 ) 4.HEP/EU 7]
Early Mar. Middle Apr. Jul.
A-1-2 4-15 2340 38 x50 55x77 8 1A 3 A% A
Jan. Early Mar. Jul.
A-2-1 4-16 1676 80 200 10 27 3A A
Feb. Mar. Jul.
B-2-1 5-04 3500 60 90 x 150 8 1 3A $H
Jan. Mar. Aug.
B-2-2 5-04 1 58(1 egg) 60 240 15 4 A j:%c
Apr. Failure
B-2-3 5-04 410 70 150 x 200 14 3 At 5 Al 8 A
Middle Mar. Early May Aug.
A-2-2 7-13 3 600 47 x 50 160 x 320 15 3 A 5A 871
Mar. May Aug.

=A% (Piceaspp.) a#ix I, (Caragana spp.)
RS 5% o

U R K 18R, GRS,
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