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Discovery of Tibetan Macaques ( Macaca thibetana) in
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Abstract: Tibetan macaque ( Macaca thibetana) , a rare primate to Shaanxi Province, has exhibited a rapid
population decline throughout its range in recent decades. This study conducted from August to December 2013
with aim in describing the distribution and age composition of this species in Micangshan National Nature
Reserve. We choose special area as sample area by interviewing local people, and then surveyed the transect
route. We, counted all the individuals and recorded their age and sex, whenever a group was observed. We
also recorded the elevation at which the group members were observed and the habitat structure at that location.
We found out one group of Macaca thibetana at deciduous broad-leaved forest in lower edge of the middle of
mountain around Chayuan Village (32°62'N, 107°38' - 107°39'E, alt. 1424 — 1589 m, Fig. 1), including
about 35 individuals, 16 adults (Fig. 2) and 19 subadults, and the adult sex ratio in the group was 2. 4.
Based on the age composing, we deduced that the trend of this group was increasing. It was first time to find

Macaca thibetana in the range of Michanshan National Nature Reseve. This result indicated that the population
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of Tibetan macaque perhaps slowly increased in the recent decade period.
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Fig.1 Locaton of Macaca thibetana in Micangshan National Nature Reserve
A. JEEPE; B. &S . A. Maoerping; B. Pudiyan.
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Fig. 2 Adult Macaca thibetana photoed in Micangshan National Nature Reserve
7, A AN, Left or Right Figure: adult individual.
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