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Time Budget and Behavior Pattern of Asiatic Wild Ass
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Abstract We studied the time budget and behavior pattern of Asiatic Wild Ass Eqqus hemionus hemionus in Inner
Mongolia from March 2005 to June 2006. The Asiatic Wild Ass spent 50% of their time feeding 25% of their time on
standing and gazing 15% on moving and 1% — 5% bedding. Asiatic Wild Ass prefered to feed and move on the
middle and upper slope of mountains and bed on the middle and lower slopes but there were some behavioral
differences between males and females. Two feeding peaks of Asiatic Wild Ass during the daytime were from 07 00 to
10 00 and from 16 00 to 18 00 and the main standing gazing and resting period was from 11 00 to 14 00.
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Fig.1 Behavior time budget of Equus hemionus hemionus in Winter and Spring November to next April
a. Female b. Male.
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Fig.2 Behavior time budget of Equus hemionus hemionus in Summer and Autumn May to October
a. Female b. Male.
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Table 1 Behavioral time budget of Asiatic Wild Ass during daytime

Behavioral categories %

Sample size
Feeding Moving Bedding  Standing gazing ~ Combating  Other behavior

¥ 52.70 14.90 5.02 23.78 0.00 3.61 4
Es 49.94 15.04 3.26 25.71 0.37 5.54 4
P 0.725 0.862 0.179 0.757 0.012 0.042
£ Winter and spring 53.97 16.83 5.98 20.27 0.00 2.96 4
4" Winter and spring 53.93 15.20 4.91 21.68 0.00 4.46 4
P 0.997 0.619 0.684 0.855 0.314
2 Summer and autumn 51.42 12.97 4.06 27.29 0.00 4.25
4" Summer and autumn 46.42 14.88 1.61 29.73 0.73 6.62
P 0.633 0.439 0.049 0.804 0.015 0.063
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