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Courtship Display of Nycticorax nycticorax in Zhengzhou China
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Abstract The courtship displays of Black-crowned Night Herons  Nycticorax nycticorax were observed in urban area
of Zhengzhou Henan Province from March to June 2003 and 2004. Male herons occupied territories and displayed a
variety of stereotyped behaviors. From mid-March to the end of May. The males showed stretching display raising
display preening their feathers and mutual caressing with their bills after pair formed. The stretching display and
raising display were the main behaviors of courtship. The courtship displays started before sunrise when the birds
return from foraging and lasted until sunset. Pair formations of Black-crowned Night Herons were a complex process
including competition for territory between males and interplay selection between males and females.
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Fig. 1 Courship display of Black-crowned Night Herons
a~b. c~d. e. f~g.

a— b. Stretching display ¢ — d. Raising display e. Flaunting their feathers - g.Mutual caressing with their bills.
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