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Abstract Fragmented geographical distribution and illegal hunting have lead to endangered status of many bird spe-
cies. Breeding programs in captivity and reintroduction of birds to their habitats are important for protecting endangered
species. Thus it is important to identify the bird sex in order to make couples that can produce fertile eggs. Currently

it is difficult to identify the bird sex by a safe convenient and accurate method. Sexes of 48 birds from 7 species of
Gruiformes Great Bustard Oris tarda  Red-crowned Crane Grus japonensis  Demoiselle Crane Anthropoides vir-
go Common Crane G.grus Siberian White Crane G. leucogeranus Hooded Crane G. monacha Grey Crowned
Crane Balearica regulorum  have been identified by primer 2550F/2718R CHD gene . This research not only
makes breeding programs in captivity possible but also will offer assistance for reintroduction of birds back to their
habitats in the future. This method has shown its advantage as a safe convenient and accurate method for bird sexing.
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Fig.1 Results of the sex identification using 2 primers P8/P2 and 2550F/2718R
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Fig.2 Results of sex identification for 7 different species of Gruiformes
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